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PROCEEDINGS COMMENCED ON MONDAY, 7TH SEPTEMBER 2026 AT 2:00
PM. AS FOLLOWS:

CATHAOIRLEACH: Can everyone take their seats please, so we can get started?
Okay. Thank you. So Elected Members, staff, members of the public, press,
welcome to our meeting today. I am going to pass you over to Rachel first of all for
the etiquette and roll call.

MS GILLESPIE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I would also like to welcome everyone
to the chamber today. If anyone online has any technical difficulties please contact
either myself or Teresa. I would like to remind all partaking that they are bound by
the Code of Conduct for councillors and employees. I will now proceed to take the
roll call. Councillor Danny Alvey?

COUNCILLOR ALVEY: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Mark Barry has advised he will be late.
CATHAOIRLEACH: He's there.

MS GILLESPIE: Oh sorry. Present. Thank you. Apologies received from
Councillor Joe Behan. Councillor Sylvester Bourke?

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: Here.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Melanie Corrigan?

COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Avril Cronin?

COUNCILLOR CRONIN: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Erika Doyle?

COUNCILLOR DOYLE: Here.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Malachai Duddy?

COUNCILLOR DUDDY: Anseo.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Gail Dunne?

COUNCILLOR DUNNE: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Louise Fenelon Gaskin?

COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Apologies received from Councillor Pat Fitzgerald.
Councillor Tom Fortune?

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Patsy Glennon?



O 00 N o u b W N -

Ww W W W W N N N N N N N N NN P R PR R, R R R
A W N P O O 0 N O L B W N P O O 0O N O U B W N —» O

Wicklow County Council - 7 September 2026

COUNCILLOR GLENNON: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Pat Kennedy?

COUNCILLOR KENNEDY: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Shane Langrell?

COUNCILLOR LANGRELL: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Peir Leonard? Councillor Pat Mahon?
COUNCILLOR MAHON: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Jason Mulhall?

COUNCILLOR MULHALL: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Miriam Murphy?

COUNCILLOR MURPHY: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Ian Neary?

COUNCILLOR NEARY: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Paul O'Brien?

COUNCILLOR O'BRIEN: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Councillor Gerry O'Neill? Councillor Warren O'Toole?
COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Graham Richmond?
COUNCILLOR RICHMOND: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Lourda Scott?

COUNCILLOR SCOTT: Here.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor John Snell? Councillor Peter Stapleton?
COUNCILLOR STAPLETON: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor Stephen Stokes?

COUNCILLOR STOKES: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Councillor John Ward?

COUNCILLOR WARD: Here.

MS PURCELL: Present. Councillor Ned Whelan?

COUNCILLOR WHELAN: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Present. Cathaoirleach Winstanley?
CATHAOIRLEACH: Present.

MS GILLESPIE: Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: So has anyone got any votes of sympathy? Councillor
Stokes.
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COUNCILLOR STOKES: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I would like to propose a
vote of sympathy to the family of Hannah Large who very sadly passed away in
Iceland. I would like to thank the President of Iceland for their sympathies as well.
Obviously it is a very sad day for the Greystones community and in particular for her
mum Sam and dad Greg, and we wish the family the very best. A very, very sad
situation. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Stokes. Councillor Fenelon Gaskin.
COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN: Yeah, I'd like to be associated with that
condolence to the family of Hannah Large. She was actually a friend of my
daughter's, just completed her Leaving Cert, and it's very sad for the whole
community, her family, the community and her friends who she had just finished her
Leaving Cert with. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Mahon.

COUNCILLOR MAHON: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Yeah, sorry, I have four of
them. I will run through them quickly. Seamus Kelly, Ballyknockan, Valleymount,
to his wife Nuala, Seamus, Geraldine and Brian. He passed away recently. Larry
Cullen, also of Valleymount who passed away recently, to his wife Valerie, Glen,
Linda and Tony and Orla. And to a man that we buried last Saturday, Pat Byrne, a
very young man with a very young family, after a long illness, a great loss to the
community. And also to Rose Kennedy from Coolmore in Hollywood, to her
husband Jim, and her family of 11. I offer condolences to all. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Dunne.

COUNCILLOR DUNNE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I would like to pass a vote of
sympathy for Teresa Doyle, formerly of Aughrim, and living in Wicklow Town, a
first cousin of mine. Four in the family, and she's a huge loss to the community to
die at such a young age, and my sympathy goes to family. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Duddy online.

COUNCILLOR DUDDY: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. IfI could propose --
CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Duddy, you're very low, I can't hear you.
COUNCILLOR DUDDY: IfI shout can you hear me now?

CATHAOIRLEACH: Yes. We can hear you.

COUNCILLOR DUDDY: IfIraise my voice is that of any assistance?
CATHAOIRLEACH: We can hear you, Councillor Duddy.

COUNCILLOR DUDDY: IfI could mention Mary Prendergast of Charnwood,
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Bray, and formerly Kilmacanogue. A very sad situation in that she passed away, and
condolences to her sons Paul and Alan. I would also extend my sympathy to her
brothers Tony Lawlor and Michael Lawlor. Michael was a long-standing councillor
from Bray, County Wicklow. IfI can also mention Tony's late wife (inaudible) who
passed away within a week or so of her sister-in-law Mary, and if I could extend my
condolences to Honey, to their son Peter, to Mary, Evelyn, and Cody, and Nicola and
the extended family. The Lawlors have long been involved in politics in Wicklow
and in the community and in particular been very active in various organisations. So
if I could extend my sympathies. Go raibh maith agat.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thanks, Councillor Duddy. Councillor Finn.

COUNCILLOR FINN: I would like to be associated with the condolences to the
family of Hannah Large. Such a sad thing to happen to her and her family and also
the community. She was very well-known. I know she will be missed by friends
and family in the community as a whole. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Glennon.

COUNCILLOR GLENNON: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Look, I'd just like to be
associated with what Councillor Mahon has said. Pat Byrne, a young man died after
an illness and left three small kids, buried just this week. Rose Kennedy, Seamus
Kelly and Larry Cullen, all from our locale and all buried in recent times. So I
would like to be associated with Councillor Mahon's comments earlier. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Langrell.

COUNCILLOR LANGRELL: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I want to extend my
sympathies to the family of Michael Kenna of Lickeen, Moneystown who passed
away there a few weeks ago who left his partner Ann and Sinéad behind. May he
rest in peace. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. And Rachel, is there any staff condolences?

MS GILLESPIE: Yes. We would like to extend our sympathies to our former
colleague and friend Alan Shane and to our colleague Roy Bowden on the passing of

his father John David Bowden. Thank you.

(Moment of silence.)

MS GILLESPIE: May their souls and the souls of all the faithfully departed, through

the mercy of God, rest in peace.
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CATHAOIRLEACH: Thanks. Can I have any congratulations? I know, Councillor
Stokes, you wanted to come in there.

COUNCILLOR STOKES: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I'd just like to congratulate
Kavin Venkatesan on his selection for the Irish Chess Team in the upcoming Chess
Olympiad. I believe it is the first time that somebody from County Wicklow has
been selected for either of the squads, either the women's squad or the open squad,
since 1972, which was also previously another Greystones, Michael Keeshan. We
wish him the very best for the Olympiad. Thank you very much, Cathaoirleach.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Corrigan.

COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Just before the meeting I
wanted to acknowledge the amazing achievement on Saturday night of our own
Katie Taylor. The pride of Bray. An amazing role model for young people growing
up in any sport in Ireland, particularly in the boxing. It was fantastic. The seafront
was packed. It was a fantastic family event that those of us who weren't lucky
enough to get tickets for Croke Park attended, and I just want to pass on
congratulations to her. It's just absolutely amazing to see a young girl with such
determination, and she really has proven if you believe in your dreams you can
achieve it, and congratulations to her. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Corrigan. And before we get into the
agenda we have two standing orders.

MS GILLESPIE: Thank you. The first suspension of standing order, proposed by
Councillor Danny Alvey and seconded by Cathaoirleach Caroline Winstanley, and
supported by Councillors Barry, Doyle, Mulhall, O'Brien, O'Toole and ward: "This
Council calls on the Minister for Education and the Department of Education to
address the severe delays in primary and secondary school building projects and
provision of additional school places across County Wicklow. The population of the
county has increased considerably in the past decade, up 14% between the census in
2011 and 2022, with even higher growth rates in our main towns. Much of this
growth in population is made up of young families moving into the area which is
putting significant additional strain on primary and secondary school places. At the
same time there are school building projects that have been delayed for years and
years with no end in sight for these extensions and new builds to be complete. Now
the Government has requested our Council zones further land for housing to help

address the housing crisis. This is a process which we are pursuing but we want
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assurances from the Minister and the Department that future school infrastructure
and capacity planning in the county reflects this new residential development.
Specifically this Council would like a clear, written update on the current stage,
reason for delay, next milestone, and an indicative timeline on the building projects
for primary and secondary school schools across Wicklow as listed in the appendix
to this motion. Schools include North Wicklow Educate Together Secondary
School, Bray; Temple Carrig, Greystones; Wicklow Educate Together Secondary
School; Arklow CBS; Blessington Community College; Avondale Community
College, Rathdrum; Colaiste Bhride, Carnew; St Kevin's Community College,
Dunlavin; Newtownmountkennedy Primary School; Woodstock Educate Together,
Newtownmountkennedy; St Saviour's, Rathdrum; Blessington Educate Together
Primary School; Gaelscoil na Lochanna, Blessington; St Kevin's National School,
Dunlavin; Nun's Cross School, Ashford; and a new primary school for Wicklow

Town where the current ones are at capacity."

The second suspension of standing orders was requested by Councillor Behan,
however due to his absence it is now proposed by Councillor Fortune and seconded
by Councillor Leonard: "That this Council supports the hundreds of thousands of
Irish citizens who do not have children and who are subjected to punitive rates of
inheritance tax when they die, that this Council calls on the Government and the

Minister for Finance to rectify this gross injustice in the next budget."

Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. So can I have someone to propose that we take
the standing orders at 4:30? Councillor O'Brien. A seconder? Councillor Alvey.

Thank you. Agreed? (Agreed.)

The first item on the agenda is: "To confirm and sign the minutes of the ordinary
meeting of Wicklow County Council held Monday, 6th July 2026." Can I have a
proposer, please? Councillor Langrell. Seconded by Councillor Corrigan. Agreed?

(Agreed.)

Item 2: "To consider the disposal of 1.7 acres or thereabouts in the townland of

Corballis Upper, Rathdrum, County Wicklow being the property known as Site No.
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13 measuring 0.87 acre and Site 17 measuring 0.83 acre in the Avondale Business
Park, Corballis, Rathdrum, County Wicklow to Mordaunt Hire and Sales Ltd, 22-25
Harbour Road, Arklow, County Wicklow by way of a 999-year lease." As per
previously circulated. Can I have a proposer, please? Thank you. Councillor Burke,
did you want to speak on the item?

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: Is the mic on? Yeabh, it's great that we're progressing
the sites that we have on offer because we for many years couldn't find anyone to
take these sites, and hopefully within the next few years as these units are all built
out there will be great employment in that business park. So I am very happy to
propose that we pursue the disposal to Mordaunt Hire and Sales.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Bourke. Councillor Mahon.
COUNCILLOR MAHON: Yeah, I'd like to second that motion, please.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Item 3: "To consider the disposal of 0.0934
hectares or thereabouts in the townland of Mount Kennedy Demesne being the
property known as 9 Church Road, Newtownmountkennedy to Kathleen Meuer as
legal personal representative of Mary Cummins." As per previously circulated. Can
I have a proposer, please? Councillor Langrell. And a seconder? Councillor Alvey.

Agreed? (Agreed.)

Item 4: "To consider the disposal of 0.0052 hectares or thereabouts in the townland
of Enniskerry Td being the property known as 16 Millfield, Enniskerry to Rita Wall."
As per previously circulated. Can I have a proposer, please? Councillor Corrigan.

And I would like to second this motion, please. Thank you. Agreed? (Agreed.)

Item 5: "To consider the vacancy on the Housing Strategy Policy Committee arising
from the resignation of Councillor Peter Stapleton." Do we have someone who is
taking -- Councillor Bourke?

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: I would like to propose Councillor Melanie Corrigan in
that role, please.

CATHAOIRLEACH: And do I have someone to second that? Councillor Langrell.
Are you happy to take that? Agreed? (Agreed.)

Item number 6: "To consider the vacancy on the County Wicklow Partnership..."

Do we have someone proposed?



O 00 N o u b W N -

Ww W W W W N N N N N N N N NN P R PR R, R R R
A W N P O O 0 N O L B W N P O O 0O N O U B W N —» O

Wicklow County Council - 7 September 2026 8

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: Cathaoirleach, may I propose Councillor Ned Whelan
for that position, please?

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. And do I have someone to propose (sic)?
Councillor Fenelon Gaskin. And are you happy to take that role, Councillor
Whelan?

COUNCILLOR WHELAN: Yes.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Agreed? (Agreed.) Next: "To consider in accordance with
Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 and Section 180 of the Planning and Development
Act 2000, as amended, the taking in charge of the following estates: Holywell
Grove, Kilcoole." Do I have a proposer, please? Councillor Stokes. And seconder?

Councillor Fortune. Agreed? (Agreed.)

And next item is: "To consider the Chief Executive's Monthly Management Report
August 2026." So, as usual, we'll take people in groups of three. As you will see
now in the top corner on the screen there is a little timer, so it will tell you once your
three minutes is up, if you kind of want to check in how long you're talking for and
I'll be keeping strictly to that timer in the corner there. Okay. Councillor Fenelon
Gaskin.

COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Thank you, Chief
Executive, again for a very comprehensive report. Again I am on my bugbear;
Chapel Road. I have been up, I walked it there just over the weekend, and [ am a
little bit concerned still about the dates. I think there's still a huge amount of work to
be done on it, so just to get an update of how we feel the dates are going on that.
And then obviously where after that that we will expect to find out how much of an
overrun that we will have on it. That's great. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor O'Toole.

COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Just a few things there. Firstly,
I'd like to thank Wicklow County Council for getting the road going into Newtown
resurfaced there, the R772. 1 have been speaking to a lot of parents and carers that
are using it going into St Catherine's, and I can't stress enough how important good
roads are for people with sensory issues. So thanks a million for that. There's a few
things there. The Samuel Hayes footbridge in Rathdrum, I'm wondering about an
update on that. Unfortunately the summer season is over now. If we could just see

where that is. I'd also thank the Council for the funding for the community use in
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Arklow, but I am just wondering on that scheme there is 500,000 available, did
Wicklow County Council request more than 360,000 or is that what they requested?
Also, what criteria are being used to determine whether a property is suitable? And
will consultation take place between councillors regarding the use of it prior to the
purchase of the building? Another section there, six Arklow sites remaining on the
vacant sites register. Out of 17, six of them are in Arklow. Can we receive the
location and current status for each of the six? How long each has been on the
register? How much levies are outstanding on these properties? What enforcement
action has been taken where levies remain unpaid? The Flood Relief Scheme, the
2030 completion date, is there anything that can hinder that date or is that set in
stone? Also, with the report, the hydrological modelling for the Flood Relief
Scheme, the sediment and gravel build-up in the Avoca River, has any of the studies
found that subsequent build-up in different locations along the river will cause
excess flooding in the years to come? There's numerous places up along the river, up
past Shelton, up around Woodenbridge, all the way up to Rathdrum, that there's large
gravel beds. There's a few other bits. It looks like I'm out of time.
CATHAOIRLEACH: I didn't know it did that. That's brutal.

COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE: Can we come back in then?

CATHAOIRLEACH: No. Councillor Scott.

COUNCILLOR SCOTT: Okay. Don't start my time until it goes red. Thanks,
Cathaoirleach, and thanks, Chief Executive, for the report. First of all, just to say
thank you to the Executive for all the great work that's been done in Farrankelly. 1
know you're tired of hearing us from Greystones raising it. I was up there recently
and was admiring the doors and windows. It is a great job. Thanks for all the work
behind the scenes on that. Chapel Road, I have a similar question to my colleague. I
know there were some works also going on in Killincarrig, and we are anxiously
awaiting the new scheme to start properly in Killincarrig but the traffic was
absolutely horrendous because of the two sets of road works going on last week.
And again very keen, there's so many people particularly with traffic going back to
school asking us constantly when is the date for Chapel Road to be finished. I know
early October is the last we heard but I just wonder is there any update on that. My
second query was around the bus stops. And I know there is an update there on the
bus stop enhancement scheme but I couldn't really understand it if I am honest. We

sent in a list of bus stops last year that we know need shelter in our area, and there's



O 00 N o u b W N -

Ww W W W W N N N N N N N N NN P R PR R, R R R
A W N P O O 0 N O L B W N P O O 0O N O U B W N —» O

Wicklow County Council - 7 September 2026 10

one in particular in Blacklion which is a very busy bus stop for students coming out
of three different lots of schools there, there's no shelter and they will be standing
there again in the rain in the whole winter, that was sent forward for consideration
last year, there was no progress made on spending or allocation I believe. And again
there was a list sent in early this year of bus stops which we're proposing for need of
improvements and shelters, et cetera, in the district. And I was just wondering what
the update is on that, where are we, if stops have been prioritised, and will the money
get spent before the end of the year. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Chief Executive, do you want to take those
three?

MS O'GORMAN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and thank you, members. I don't have
a timer, [ notice! I'll ask Joe to update on Chapel Road for both Councillor Gaskin
and Councillor Scott, and I will ask Sarah then to come in on the Samuel Hayes
bridge, and I think most of Councillor O'Toole's queries are yourself, Helena, in
terms of funding on derelict sites, and Sarah on the Flood Relief Scheme. Thank you
for the comments on Farrankelly. It's been a long process and we're starting to see
visible results on it as well. Joe might come in on Killincarrig and the bus stops.
Let's start with Joe and work across. Thanks.

MR LANE: There is a wearing course to do on Chapel Road to start next week in
advance of the completion of the thing, the 1st October which is still the programme
date. Chapel Road. On the Blacklion footpath, I will get an update to the area
councillors on that particular one. There is a programme being prepared. There is
also work being done by the bus company so there's a number of bus stops being
improved. Blacklion in particular.

MS DENNEHY: Councillor O'Toole, just in relation to the funding for the
community buildings. There was strict criteria in relation to the application form
that went into the Department for that. So we had to provide a valuation on a
building that we may be interested in purchasing in relation to that. So those

details -- that detailed information was part of that submission. So the valuation we
had on the buildings we were interested in at that time came to 360,000. It is not a
case we can look for 500 and it is only valued at 360. We had to have the
documentation to support that. When we move then to select a building we will be
back in touch with the local community and the Elected Members in Arklow in

relation to the facilities, et cetera, that might be provided there. In relation to the
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vacant sites. So there are six vacant sites on the register for Arklow. I can get you a
list of them, how long they've been on it and what levies are due for the specific six
sites. In total, of the 17 sites on the vacant site register, nine of those 17 have been
referred to law agent for proceedings in relation to collection of that levy at this
stage. I think they were the only two for me.

MS McCULLOUGH: In relation to the Samuel Hayes bridge I'd expect tenders to
be returned very shortly, within the next week or two, and then hopefully we will be
able to appoint a contractor to complete those works. In relation to the Arklow
Flood Relief, I suppose quarter 4/2030 is the predicted completion date. Anything
could happen when you go on site. Tender documents are planned to be complete by
quarter 1/2027. There's lots of variables that could happen, but it is anticipated that it
will take three and a half years to construct. I will have to get back to you in relation
to sediment along river course, and I will consult my colleagues in relation to that,
and the predicted flooding impacts.

COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE: Can I just come in on that? Thanks a million. It's just
that I have been down numerous times on kayaks during the summer and you can see
where there is a lot of corrosion on a lot of the banks that is also moving the gravel
pits down where a lot of the beds are. That's what [ am saying. And I do understand
also that removing certain gravel pits in areas can cause issues too, but from what I
have seen it is warranted to look at the whole river, the whole way up along it, if
possible. And sorry, just for Helena. During liaising with Wicklow County Council
as well and local auctioneers I was looking at kind of valuation on different
properties over the last number of years for the likes of a community centre, and
there was never -- [ never really seen anything below the 400,000 mark. Like, is
there a list of properties that you are seeking, you've identified along the Main Street
for that price?

MS O'GORMAN: It'd be commercially sensitive, Councillor O'Toole. It wouldn't
be something we would put into the ether at the moment because it could jeopardise
any negotiations with properties for sale.

COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE: Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Glennon.

COUNCILLOR GLENNON: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Yeah, no, I'll be brief. My
first question really is for the Chief Executive, and I understand there might be

commercial sensitivity on it but it is a matter raised with you when you were in
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Blessington, and that was the purchase of the piece of ground in the town that's for
sale currently close to the Catholic church. It would be building potential on it, it
would have parking potential on it and the use of the building as a community centre
would be a big benefit to the community in Blessington. That's the first item that I
wanted to ask about. The second item is the RRDF in Baltinglass and Blessington,
it's going on for years and very little progress to be seen. I wonder, have you any
update, a meaningful update on when we're going to see actual work happening?
The third item is the park and ride in Hollywood. I understand the piece of ground
has been identified. I'm wondering where that's at. And then the next two items are
more complimentary than questions, and that is Director Jackie Carroll circulated
this morning that the two fire stations are going to commence in mid-September or
be sent for tender in mid-September. That's a welcome development, because it is an
issue of great concern to both staff and locals in Baltinglass and Dunlavin so I
welcome that announcement. Finally to compliment our engineering staff in our part
of the world. They have done tremendous work on the roads over the summer, and
they're welcome improvements because our roads are particularly bad. I would like
to thank Pat Byrne and Darren Graham for their efforts on our behalf. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Dunne, I'm just going to bring
Councillor Mahon in first because he accidentally knocked off his mic.
COUNCILLOR DUNNE: Iknow Pat, it's okay.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you.

COUNCILLOR MAHON: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Very briefly on the RRDF in
Baltinglass, with Councillor Glennon as well. I think at July's meeting we were
promised an update today at this meeting, and I would like to see is that brought
forward as quick as well. After attending a couple of different functions up in
Baltinglass over the last couple of months patience is running out up there at an
alarming rate and you can see whyj, it's been dragging on and dragging on, and really
they're at their wits end up there with the state their town is being left in. So you can
see their point of view, and we really would like it to be pushed on as soon as
possible. Okay. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Dunne.

COUNCILLOR DUNNE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I just have a question about
the Older Persons Grant. Earlier this year we ran out of funding for it, and we wrote

out to a number of people who had already received funding asking were they going
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to proceed with the works this year. I'm just wondering what sort of response we got
from that and did it free up any money. Just a thing that's been bothering me
recently is line marking within Wicklow Town and surrounding areas. I know by
talking to a few of the officials it's very difficult to get people in to do the line
marking but this should be priority because especially in our area we'll have people
doing their tests and things like that, and I am getting a few complaints to say that
they're failing because the line marking isn't up to standard. Just on Chapel Lane in
Glenealy, we have had water problems out there. I've contacted Irish Water on
numerous occasions on this issue and while I accept that it is probably out of the
remit of the Council I am banging my head against the wall with them. What can |
do? And is there anything we can do maybe? Maybe Ms McCullough to come back
to me with some sort of solution, because we don't seem to be going anywhere with
the water pressure out there. I think that's it. Thanks very much.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thanks, Councillor Dunne. I will pass over to you, Chief
Executive.

MS O'GORMAN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. And thank you, members. Councillor
Glennon, just in relation to the lands in Blessington. Look, we are actively looking
at those. I will come back to the district members when we are further along the line
on it. I will ask Helena to go through the RRDF with you all on that and Joe on the
park and ride for Hollywood. The Older Persons Grant, I'll ask Michael to make a
comment on that for you and Brian might deal with both the line markings and the
water pressure and Uisce Eireann, to see if there's any contact we can make directly
ourselves. I will start with Joe and then Helena, please.

MR LANE: TII will not be funding or currently are not funding the park and ride in
this location. We are currently looking for funding from other sources regarding
this. In the road safety, the funding source they had was linked to the bus stop down
in Annalecky and they're not proceeding with that particular funding stream at the
moment.

MS DENNEHY: RRDF Baltinglass. So the tender submissions were completed by
our consultants, received on the 18th of August. They still have a number of queries
included on them before we can go to publication. So we had hoped we would be
publishing that tender document in August. We are looking at the next couple of
weeks for that. We're sitting down with the consultants to finalise that on

Wednesday of this week. So hopefully within the next week or two they will
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definitely be published. In relation to the RRDF for the Blessington HSE building,
again we are awaiting confirmation from the Department that we can proceed to the
feasibility, the 130,000 to be spent on the HSE building.

MR NICHOLSON: Yes, in relation to grants, we wrote out to all those who have
received announcement of grants and we gave them 'til the 1st September to come
back and let us know if they're proceeding and when they are likely to spend money.
It was a worthwhile exercise because quite a few will not be proceeding for various
reason. We have a lot of applications, and we have contacted all those whose
application had been frozen and we reignited them all and they're all back in. So we
will be getting a lot more grants allocated between now and the end of the year to
make sure we spend all the money. Thanks.

MR GLEESON: Just in relation to water pressure, we will contact Uisce Eireann
directly and see if we can get an update on that. In relation to line markings, this
started to be progressed around the MD for Wicklow. Obviously for the first quarter
of the year weather conditions didn't allow for line marking. As the weather has
improved we have commenced work in relation to that. There was refreshing of
ramps that started around Wicklow Town, and for example road markings were
completed along the R750 from the Port Road to Bollarney Pump Station, further
road marking improvements took place at the R750 Tinakilly crossroads. There
were completed. So it is a work in progress and we are progressing it. Obviously
the members will be aware that an additional 110,000 was allocated out to each
municipal district in respect of line markings. So we are progressing it, albeit I know
the Council did mention it is particularly tough to engage contractors at the moment
because they're flat out as you know with different types of work. But that matter is
being progressed, rest assured. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Cronin.

COUNCILLOR CRONIN: Thanks very much, Cathaoirleach. Apologies. Just to
clarify, Helena, just on that question about the RRDF, the tender. Do you have any
idea of a date of when the document will be ready to go to tender? If they just clarify
that. Sorry. In relation to the building in Blessington, I raised this at the June
meeting and as I said back then the building is ideally located in the centre of the
town, it has great potential for community use or alternatively part of it for
community use, part of it for housing, and the lands at the side of the building are

adjacent to the housing estate which has the old rectory. So there's great potential
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there from both a housing point of view and community use. I really think that this
building and piece of land really has great potential and I think will be a fantastic
opportunity for the Council to explore the possibility of purchasing that building.
Following on from that, just the NTA funding. Sorry, Joe you said, just to clarify as
well, they're not funding the park and ride at the moment. Is there alternative sources
of funding we can explore or can we pursue it to hope that they will fund it in future?
Finally, the meeting with TII that was promised back in June. When I was
Cathaoirleach of the Baltinglass Municipal District [ was invited to a meeting with
the TII. Obviously we've Councillor Mulhall now, but there has been no follow up
to the meeting with TII. Is that meeting still going ahead in relation to the N81?
You might just clarify if there's been any update. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Bourke.

COUNCILLOR BOURKE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I just want to highlight an
issue in Arklow. It was raised at the July meeting but it is still an ongoing issue.
That's the discharge of the wastewater in the dock area, the harbour there. It's really
in such a bad state that I think we should be moving on it faster. Myself and my
colleagues will probably be lodging a motion calling on the Council to connect it to
the wastewater treatment plant because the water coming down can be cloudy some
days and it can have discharges of grease in the last couple of weeks. So we need to
act on this quickly and I am urging you to do so. Thank you for your updated reports
that we got over the last two weeks on it, but it's definitely something that needs
urgent attention. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Bourke. Councillor Stapleton.
COUNCILLOR STAPLETON: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Yeah, my first query
somewhat follows on from Councillor Dunne's issue he raised about line markings.
Just in Tinahely Village, in the last couple of weeks we had an unfortunate accident
where a car crossed over a corner too sharply I believe. And I suppose it's just to
highlight that I think line markings may potentially as well as uplifting villages in
terms of appearance contribute significantly to road safety as well in our towns and
villages. So I welcome the kind of funding we ring-fence for line markings in each
municipal district but wonder considering that it is highlighted across the county if
there might be some scheme or approach we take next year to look at it countywide
just given the difficulties in appointing contractors with very small funds on a very

local basis, if it is something where MDs could feed in and it'd be kind of taken on
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by the Council across the county wide. And just to see as we approach our budget
discussions that we keep it forefront of our mind as well. And then, following up on
an issue raised by Councillor Kennedy at our meeting on the state of footpaths in
Carnew in the south of Wicklow. We had a lot of funding designated for footpath
repairs. My understanding is that has been taken up in the Baltinglass district so
there's no funding available for that, and also that the teams are somewhat stretched
with the ground maintenance teams addressing all of the road repairs as a result of
Storm Chandra. I am wondering is there any central support that those teams can
get, possibly not available but just to highlight that they are saying that they're under
significant pressure just understandably as a result of this additional workload. So
just highlighting and seeing if there's any update there.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Stapleton. I will pass to you now for
response, Chief Executive.

MS O'GORMAN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and thank you, members. I will ask
Helena to come back to you, Councillor Cronin, on the RRDF and just exactly where
we're at with that tendering piece. Yeah, your points are noted I suppose on the
building in Blessington. As I said, we're actively pursuing it and looking at it, and as
soon as | have a meaningful update on it I will come back to you all on it. Joe then
might come back in on the park and ride to clarify funding and the meeting with TII
as well on the N81 specifically. Councillor Bourke, yeah, I note your comments on
Arklow, on the discharge into the river. Extensive testing has been done. You
would have got some of the reports from Sarah and the team, so EPA and Uisce
Eireann. We're trying to trace the source of the discharge and that's the key issue.
So before we can connect anything to anything we need to know where it's coming
from, and that's a problem at the moment. I will get Sarah to give a bit more detail
on it. But it is something that is of great concern to us all, that there's free-flowing
matter into the river. You know, it's not where we want to be at all. So we're
working on it with our colleagues in the two other statutory bodies as well.
Councillor Stapleton, on line markings, your point is well made about Tinahely, in
general the resources that are required to get through these works in every district.
We do operate a number of framework procurements where Joe's directorate will
procure on behalf of the county and then each district can draw down on it, and that
makes it probably a little bit easier to get contractors for the works, but as you

mentioned yourself with Storm Chandra and the amount of rehabilitation of our road
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network that we've had to do that has pulled the staff in all sorts of directions. |
know resourcing comes up regularly about the number of outdoor operatives that we
have in each of our districts and to be very blunt with you, we have them included in
our Workforce Plan but the funding to pay for them is the issue. I would love to be
able to take on additional staff in our district areas, but at the moment without a
change in our approach to raising income in the county we just simply can't afford to
hire in more permanent staff in those areas. But Sarah might have an update on
Carnew footpath repairs separately. I will go to Helena first just on the couple of
points of clarification and then Joe, please.

MS DENNEHY: Okay. Councillor Cronin, just to clarify in relation to the RRDF.
So for Baltinglass, the tender documents have been received from our consultants in
mid-August. There are still some small anomalies with that before we can go to
tender. We are meeting consultants on Wednesday, and hopefully they will turn
around any of those queries very quickly, and I would still hope that we would be
able to go out to tender in the coming weeks in September. That is dependent on the
turnaround time from the consultants on the remaining queries but certainly would
be hopeful for September.

COUNCILLOR CRONIN: Thank you.

MR LANE: As I detailed earlier we are currently looking for a funding source for
the park and ride. As regards the Carnew footpath, there is no resource. As the
Chief Executive said, all roads have been stretched particularly with the rather busy
and extended road programme with the extra monies we got and were all delighted
with. In addition, active travel who normally have assisted, if possible, in the early
and national side are trying to deliver safe route to school programmes. So there is
no central free resource capacity at the moment.

MS McCULLOUGH: So in relation to Arklow Harbour, yeah, we do appreciate
there is a lot of work to do there. We have got teams coming to us. We will have an
engineer coming and a surface water team as well. We will start those surveys with
those teams in October. We have engaged consultants to start mapping the lines for
us as well, and we will keep you updated on that. Our scientist has confirmed that it
was absolutely fats and oils. Even though it did resemble another material it has
been confirmed that it absolutely was the fats and oils that went into the harbour
there a couple of weeks ago. So we are now working with Uisce Eireann, the MD

and all the teams there as well to work on this and make sure we get it resolved as
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soon as possible.

COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE: Sorry, would there be any chance of coming in there for
one thing? I know Councillor Bourke brought this up but I haven't been engaging
with some of the staff regarding this matter. I completely dispute the findings. I
have photographs from three different occasions personally taken by me. I'm also a
plumbing contractor for 30 years and I've seen enough stuff to know what faecal
matter is. So I completely -- and the photographs that I have, it's clear as day. And |
think the timeframe that is on some of the photographs might be -- that was sent in as
the explanation don't actually line up to the dates. So I presume with the rain that
came and then the fog that went into the dock that's what the findings were but the
findings that were clearly on the dock for over five days I reckon it was faecal matter
anyway, and I don't necessarily need lab tests to confirm that. Like, clearly on the
photograph that was given to us there is no sign of faecal matter but it was the day
after the heavy rain and high tide, so I presume that might be the situation. Could we
get a meeting to kind of discuss this? It was requested but I haven't heard anything
back from anybody. With all the councillors.

MS McCULLOUGH: Yeah, we can arrange a meeting.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Kennedy.

COUNCILLOR KENNEDY: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. I have a few things I'd like to
bring up today. The first thing I would like to get to and I will get straight to it, is
under the energy retrofit upgrade works. I know there's been a few housing estates,
Hawthorn Drive in Rathdrum, Corballis in Rathdrum, and Brewery Bends in
Rathdrum, and the new houses in Connery have been on the list for years, and I'm
just wondering can they be included in a meaningful way. Because we have been
told before they would be included and yet nothing has happened in any of those at
all. Under the roads we got 7.2 million. I am just wondering maybe perhaps at the
next meeting can we have an update on what roads are being done in each municipal
district and how much money has been drawn down or spent out of 7.2 million.

Onto flooding we had last February in Aughrim, and there's a lot of very concerned
residents throughout that could happen again this year, I'm wondering are we
undertaking any mitigation works at all to try and help that that doesn't happen this
year again for those residents. The other thing, Chief Executive, I'm extremely
worried about, and I'm sure other members of the Arklow area are as well, there's not

a day that goes by that I don't get calls from Arklow people looking for housing. It's
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a huge issue. Also in Aughrim, but it's not as big -- it's not the same issue -- it's not
as big I should say, as it is in Arklow. But in Arklow I think if I went back to last
May I think there was over 900 on the housing list in Arklow so it is getting to a
crisis point. I don't know why there's no houses being built in Arklow but it doesn't
seem to be happening. We spent 139 million, the Government has, a new
wastewater treatment plant yet we don't seem have an awful lot of houses coming on
stream for people. I think we are moving to a stage where we might have to ask for a
special meeting to deal with housing in South Wicklow. Thanks, Chief Executive.
Thanks, Cathaoirleach.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Doyle.

COUNCILLOR DOYLE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. You will be delighted to hear
that I don't have a question, I just wanted to make a very brief comment. Just to pay
tribute to the municipal district in Bray. On Saturday evening we had a Fanzone
event on Bray seafront so that whoever chose in Bray could come down and watch
the fight on the big screen and be part of Katie Taylor's last fight in Croke Park. It
was on quite short notice, and it is more than just a screen, it is a whole event
undertaking that happened very quickly and only happened because of the great
work of the staff there, particularly Jackie and Brian in Bray who led on that. It was
a wonderful event for anybody who saw any coverage of it. It was like an extension
of the Croke Park fight; when the anthem came on everybody in Bray stood, when
the phone lights came on everybody in Bray did the same, any mention of Old Court
or Bray there was an extra big cheer. It really was a wonderful community event and
it was fantastic for us all to be able to feel like we were there with Katie, and I know
that Katie would have appreciated that as well. Just a quick thank you to the staff in
Bray that made that possible. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Doyle. And I would also like to be
associated with those compliments. It was such a well-run event. There was no
issues at all with any kind of people's behaviour. It was such a friendly, warm event.
I really, really enjoyed it. Well done. It was such a short notice event. Councillor
O'Brien.

COUNCILLOR O'BRIEN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach and Chief Executive, for the
comprehensive report as usual. A number of months ago I raised about Rathnew
graveyard and the €175 admin fee that is being charged only to Rathnew graveyard,
and I was told by the outgoing director at the time, Theresa O'Brien, that it would be
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looked at with a view to eliminating it. Since then a number of funeral directors
have been on that they're being chased now for the €175 admin fee. Can I get
clarification that it has been waived and that we're not bringing this unnecessary
burden to people already grieving as well. I'd like to back up Councillor Dunne
about Chapel Lane. It is something I was working on as well. I did get a response
from Irish Water this morning and I'm happy to share that with you. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. I will pass to you Chief Executive for a response.
MS O'GORMAN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and thank you again, members. On
the energy retrofit programme, Councillor Kennedy, I might get Michael to come in
on that. And we will certainly bring back a report on the 7.2 million and what's that
been spent on, what roads and what districts, for the next Council meeting. Sarah
can go through Aughrim and mitigation works. We have had very close contact with
the OPW around Aughrim and obviously with Minister Moran as well who was out
in the area; he knows well what the local people are dealing with. In relation to
housing in Arklow and in South Wicklow, Joe might just highlight the pipeline of
our own housing that's coming on stream. We certainly have experienced a bit of a
slowdown certainly in private-led development as well, and I know Helena and her
team have been actively working in trying to see what the blockages are, just to try
and free up -- Because we will get social and affordable housing as part of those
developments as well. I know one came in for contingent planning permission and
there's one that changed ownership. There's a few different bits and pieces going on,
but you're right we need to put pressure on in the area. To be fair to Helena's team
on the activation side of things they have been engaging with local development. Joe
will give an idea of what pipeline we have from our own front. Yeah, Councillor
Doyle and Councillor Winstanley, just to reiterate what you said about the staff in
Bray in making the event happen on Saturday. From the word go Jackie and Brian
were pushing hard to remove any barriers to the event happening. Katie Taylor's
own management were excellent in dealing with our staff and just again trying to
make sure to facilitate the event on the day. It did go smoothly, we were very lucky.
I suppose it was a dry evening. A great celebration for the people of Bray to
recognise a true hero of Bray, Wicklow and the country. No small amount of credit
is due to Jackie or that work. I will get Sarah to comment on Rathnew graveyard.
I'm not aware of the current status of it, on the admin fee. I would suggest that

whatever discussions or policy decision that is needed to change there will have to
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go through the relevant SPC maybe to regularise how all of our graveyards interact
and behave and standardise that. I will go to Michael first of all on the retrospective
and then Sarah and then Joe, please.

MR NICHOLSON: Thank you. We've had a very successful energy retrofit
programme in the county. We do lots of houses every year. We send in submissions
at the start of the year listing all the houses we intend to do because we have a
limited budget and we can't go above that. Then we have to go to tender and get it
all organised. We try and spread it across all MDs. We don't concentrate on any one
MD. We have had a lot in the Arklow MD. As you mentioned, councillor, a lot of
houses in Rathdrum. So Connery was listed for this year. We're starting to do those
surveys now for the next year and the list of properties for next year. We will have a
look at Connery and see does it qualify under the condition survey. It has been a
very successful programme. We're getting great feedback from the residents in terms
of their energy bills, et cetera. It has been very successful. We are getting huge
funding from the Department which is very welcome. We will have a look at
Connery and see if we can stick it in for next year, councillor.

MS McCULLOUGH: In relation to Aughrim mitigation works I will have to ask our
engineering team to do up a short report and outline what mitigation measures are
being implemented there, are under review or Arklow. In relation to Rathnew
graveyard and fees, as our Chief Executive has suggested we will discuss those fees.
I am not up to date on that, so I do apologise there, but we will bring it to our SPC as
well and have a look at those fees and find out where that was left. Okay.

MR LANE: Okay. Councillor, as you know, and as the Chief Executive or yourself
pointed out, there's (inaudible) going into Arklow there in the last year or two, and
there's a lead time between this infrastructure and between when all the developers
develop, including ourselves. Now we have three larger schemes there, Tinahask
phase one, there was a Part 8 on that, we have gone to tender and a successful tender
has been made and a letter has gone out to those tenderers. Sheep House, we have
engaged with the Department regarding that particular site and we have taken their
points into account. Therefore we will -- a Part 8 presentation was made to the
members | believe and we're doing detailed design for Part 8 for Sheep House.
That's circa 50. And Tinahask phase two, we will be looking at that and going back
to the Elected Members in the context of splitting the larger scheme, which was in

the PPE, to smaller bites and possible having affordable housing there, a mixed
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tender site. We're just looking at that at the moment. The other two will be on site
quickly. As the Chief Executive pointed out there is a dearth of other developers
there at the moment and we would expect one or two of those may come into stream
also.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Sorry, Councillor O'Neill, could you put your -- Just, yeah.
COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Grand, thanks, Cathaoirleach. I don't know, the three
minutes there, it's a long way to come across Sally Gap for three minutes there, you
know. I don't know who came up with that idea, but anyway.

CATHAOIRLEACH: The standing orders came up with that.

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Who?

CATHAOIRLEACH: The standing orders.

COUNCILLOR ALVEY: It's from the standing orders.

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: I don't know who created -- we won't argue, the time is
closing in. I think it discriminates a little bit too against maybe somebody like
Councillor O'Neill and that with a slight stammer. So there's no allowance, we have
to move on. Could I move on there? The point -- I've known Katie Taylor from
when she was a child and it was a great occasion that she came out there with the
massive turnout, but I don't think we should be clapping ourselves on the back there
about big screens from Bray. I got calls from Enniskerry Boxing Club who you gave
the boxing club to the rowing club or whatever, and all the promises we heard about
them being looked after, they're still not being looked after. So we're great at this
auld craic, we'll bring Katie Taylor in here, we'll do the whole shebang and we still
look back. There's great kids coming out of Enniskerry. The Bomber Corrigan, I
know his proud ma is behind me here, and he's doing so well at boxing in Australia,
and hopefully Shane will come back as the Australian champion. He's doing very
well. He started off in Enniskerry Boxing Club. So again I'd urge some work is
done so we get this up and running. I will move on quickly. My time is 107. Oh my
god! I have asked a few times about the sewerage that's been taken out of Kippure
Lodge. There's 6,000 gallons a day being taken out. I still don't know where it is
going. [ would like to draw attention that there's 7 acres of land that have been taken
from us in Blessington at Avonree, the multimillion outfit, Quantum Capital who
own Kippure Lodge, they are the owners of Avonree, and they have sealed off 7
acres to use for whatever. [ would like that to be looked at and for us to cop on once

and for all. You know, it is just not good enough. Could I call on -- as regards the
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relief road. We have a dead end road now in Blessington with the building of the
northern end of the relief road but the southern end is still not completed and even at
that it is not a proper job. What we need is a bypass to the town. The last thing
could I get an update on the land at --

CATHAOIRLEACH: Sorry, that's your time, Councillor O'Neill.

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: What?

CATHAOIRLEACH: That's your time. You had your three minutes.
COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: I want to know --

CATHAOIRLEACH: No, that's your time, Councillor O'Neill. Councillor
Richmond, would you put your -- Councillor Richmond. Councillor O'Neill, you've
had your turn. It is Councillor Richmond now. You've had your turn. Councillor
Richmond, sorry, you can come in there.

COUNCILLOR RICHMOND: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I will continue as my
clock is running. I have only two quick issues, 30 or 40 seconds each. The first one,
I was reading recently about the revised date for the delivery of the DART service to
Wicklow is now, reading the Department of Transport, put back to 2030, and I'd ask
the Chief Executive could we actually look for assurances because unfortunately as
public representatives I feel many of us are being left with egg on our faces saying
this date and this date, and it is just a clarification that once and for all the DART
service is due to arrive in Wicklow for 2030. And just the second issue I just want to
raise, and it is more a note I have written to the Minister for Health in relation to this,
it's the lack of support services for families from south of Bray with families in
addiction and the number of families that are having to travel to Dublin for supports,
and with the growth in the population in Wicklow it is to look for increased funding.
Okay. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Snell, sorry, I knocked you off there.
Do you want to put your light on?

COUNCILLOR SNELL: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. First and foremost, could we get
that information that Councillor O'Neill is looking for on Troopersfield, Blessington?
Part 8 went through three years ago. If you could even circulate it to the MD in West
Wicklow. Just in regards to the Wicklow Town-Rathnew Local Transport Plan. It
was in conjunction with our Local Area Plan 2025-2031. I have concerns in regards
it. At the time we were doing the plan it was relayed to us that we would be engaged

at every stage in this. I would like if somebody from the relevant section, the roads
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section, could come to our MD and maybe go through it with us. Phase two of the
inner relief road in Rathnew, we know where it's come out but unfortunately we
don't know where it's going to come out on the Ashford to Rathnew Road, the R772
which is outside of this plan. And if we don't have a plan we've nothing. In regards
to the councillors working on the call for sites, we are looking at roads from the
Friars Hill Road in Broombhall up to the newly refurbished Rocky Road, which was
done here recently, also the Greenhill Road to Dunbarrow Road. Which brings me
to the point in regards to a lot of our new developments we're failing in regards to
pedestrian crossings. And it is a strategy as part of this that we would put in
cycleways and pedestrian crossings. There's two to go in in Rathnew which
unfortunately pains me to say that it's actually the local authority that is delaying it
not the develop who is waiting to go. And then on the other hand in
Newtownmountkennedy in Rossmore it's the opposite way around; the Council are
gung-ho to get going with it and unfortunately the developer is delaying the process
out there. Could I have an update, maybe Chief Executive that could be sent out to
us through the director of housing, on the numbers of people on notice to quit? I am
dealing with an awful lot of people on notice to quit and it is a huge issue at the
moment. Could we also have a fun list of zoned lands, educational lands in each
municipal district? It would be an item later on at half four to be discussed but if it
could be sent out. Could I thank the staff for their work on the civic reception in
Clermont in Wicklow GAA. It was hugely well attended by that members and
thanks to the staff for arranging that. While I have a few seconds left, unfortunately
I would like to see a list on this of the members as they clock in here to put the

time -- No, but it would be much easier if it's up there and we could see it. You
could get a clock here after a couple of years of me requesting that a list should go
up there and we will see who is next in line and not at the discretion of the top table.
CATHAOIRLEACH: What I do is when people come up I do keep a list in case |
accidentally knock them off. As you see I knocked you off there and I brought you
in before someone else is flashing. I'm keeping a record in case anything happens.
COUNCILLOR SNELL: No, and I trust what you are doing but I think for openness
and transparency when it comes to people proposing and seconding, particularly
when it comes to budget meetings and the like, it's hugely important. You can go
back through the minutes for the last ten, 20 years, there'll always be people who are

in the controlling parties of the Council. Just for transparency, if we could do that,
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Cathaoirleach. That's all the I'm asking.

MS PURCELL: There's one problem with it, and the problem is that the two
systems aren't integrated. So the system where people are remote, like Councillor
Murphy at the moment, and those in the chamber, the two systems don't talk to each
other. So when somebody remotely puts their hand up it doesn't integrate into the
system where there are six people waiting in the chamber. That's the problem we
have. That's why the Cathaoirleach adds in the people who are remote in the list as
to where they are in relation to everybody else so they don't talk to each other.
COUNCILLOR SNELL: Well, I have no problem with the Cathaoirleach still doing
that system in that regard. Like it'll catch the people who are in the chambers. We
can put a man on the moon, surely to God we can locate and put up on the screen the
people who have logged in or pressed their light on. My light went out twice. I've
no issue. You brought me back in. And I understand if there's too many waiting to
come in we have to wait, but I just feel for openness and transparency that if we can
do that. We can put a clock up there. This brings us back to no Protocol Committee.
We asked about this last year. We said that we would discuss it again. The protocol
again decides these issues, and while I understand it is standing orders in regards to
the three minutes but it does feel a little bit -- To members that are coming here
today if they're not on the Corporate Policy Group they're not aware of what you're
trying to implement. I would like to see us going back to bringing in Protocol
Committee.

MS O'GORMAN: Just to advise, the matter of the clock was discussed and
mentioned at a previous meeting, particularly when the Cathaoirleach was elected as
Cathaoirleach she mentioned she was going to look at a clock. I completely take
your point about the transparency. In other local authorities I've worked in the
members press a button and it comes up on the screen so you can see the tas and the
nils. So you can see all of that. So we can certainly look at other systems, but in the
county I'm referring to they don't have hybrid meetings, everybody comes into the
chamber. So it works. I don't know whether that kind of solution would work with
the dual system, as Helen said. We will certainly look at that, because I do think that
anything that makes it easier for members to see what is going on, who proposed and
seconded, we can certainly look at that.

CATHAOIRLEACH: There's actually just one more, we will take Councillor

Fortune before we go on to the responses.



O 00 N o u b W N -

Ww W W W W N N N N N N N N NN P R PR R, R R R
A W N P O O 0 N O L B W N P O O 0O N O U B W N —» O

Wicklow County Council - 7 September 2026 26

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. I will only use up a short
space, I might use the rest of it to make a point. The affordable housing. We talked
about affordable housing several times during the meeting today. Could I get a list
of the affordable housing and where they are and what kind of pricing we're talking
about and when they're going to be delivered? Because we keep saying social and
affordable, and it's not really happening. I know it is the fault maybe in here but I'd
like to understand it better when people ring me and ask me what's happening with
such a development. So if we could have that list I'd appreciate it. And if I can
then -- That's the main point I want to make. I want to make an observation on the
clock, if Imay. You know, in my time here in the chamber we've gone from having
two Council meetings to one, to then the Protocol disappeared which really was a
good entity I thought and was more productive than other meetings, and now we're
on the clock and we've got three minutes. And speaking personally I would very
seldom use the three minutes but on a point of principle I think that is ridiculous and
I think it is an insult to public representatives who have a mandate to come into this
chamber and represent the people who elect them. I think that's an insult to public
reps.

CATHAOIRLEACH: We have standing orders where you should be staying to three
minutes, and previous chairs have kept you to three minutes. I actually think it is
helpful, it is helpful for myself, if you can see yourself the time you're meant to be
keeping to, but this is not something I have invented or created. It is in the standing
orders which are set in stone and have been there way before I was a councillor. 1
am enforcing the standing orders, which is my job, as clarification.

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: A clarification if I may. The rubbish of having it up
on the screen for people to race through their contribution to the meeting, that's brand
new. I didn't know that was in existence and I'm here a while.
CATHAOIRLEACH: I will pass to you, Chief Executive, for response.

MS O'GORMAN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and thank you, members. In relation
to the boxing club in Enniskerry, Councillor O'Neill, I will ask Jackie to maybe give
you an update on where we're in finding a location for them. There certainly has
been a lot of work going on in the background to make sure we have a suitable site.
I don't know if Sarah might be able to give some insight on Kippure Lodge and
Avonree, and the sewage being moved, enforcement proceedings. It is outside the

planning. It is the waste movement. Just to have a look at that. Councillor
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Richmond, yeah, I will certainly get on to colleagues in the Department of Transport
and see if I can get a firm commitment on the DART coming to Wicklow. I'm not
quite sure what you were asking in relation to the support for those families suffering
addiction and the consequences of that and the services. If it is something you want
us to right we can certainly do that. Councillor Snell, look, thank you for bringing
up Troopersfield. Joe might be able to give an update on that and Brian will update
you on the Local Transport Plan and the pedestrian crossings as well. Michael might
be able to circulate an update on the notice to quit numbers to all members, and again
Helena the lands that we have currently zoned for educational purposes in the county
we can circulate them. Councillor Fortune, when you're asking about affordable
housing are you asking about Council-led delivered affordable housing or the
element we get through Part 8 from developers?

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: I'm talking about both. A global figure. Where are
they? When are they going to be there? What is the costing?

MS O'GORMAN: A global figure, yeah.

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: We've been talking about the costing for the last two
and a half years.

MS O'GORMAN: Yeah. Okay. We will get data. I might go to Jackie first.

MS CARROLL: Thanks, Cathaoirleach and Chief Executive. Councillor O'Neill, as
stated previously in this chamber, Bray MD have made a commitment to the boxing
club in Bray that we will work actively towards procuring a facility that will be
suitable for the boxing clubs in Bray. Obviously we will continue to work with them
to identify and develop such a facility and it is very high on our radar. It is a big
priority for Bray MD. Thank you.

MS O'GORMAN: We haven't moved to that director yet. Councillor O'Neill, if you
let the staff answer your questions. There's different directors with different
responsibilities. One of my other colleagues is going to answer on Kippure Avonree
for you. If you would just let the staff answer, please. I just said to you we haven't
got all the responses back to you. One director answered a specific question about
the boxing club. Your other questions are going to be answered.

Gerry, will you let the people speak, let the staff speak, to answer your question?

MS McCULLOUGH: I believe there are ongoing issues there with Kippure. I know
there's an enforcement case and legal cases as well at the moment. There is an issue

with water I believe. I will have to get more information on that because I'm not a
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hundred percent sure what the issue with water is. There is a waste licence in place
but I will have to get more information on that.

MR GLEESON: Councillor Snell.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor O'Neill, I will bring you in once all the directors
have finished speaking but I need to put your mic on. I want to give you a proper
chance to speak with your microphone on but the directors are still speaking.

MS PURCELL: I would like to say in accordance with standing orders the standing
orders are quite clear. They say that: "The chair is the sole judge of order in the
Council and has the authority to maintain order and enforce prompt obedience in his
or her ruling." That's very clear in the standing orders.

MS O'GORMAN: Director McCullough said there is a waste permit in place. There
is a licence in place. No, but she answered you here today and said there is a permit
in place.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor O'Neill, you're taking a disproportionate amount
of time now and Director Gleeson was about to speak. Would you just speak?

MR GLEESON: Okay. Councillor Snell, just in relation to your query. Separate to
but complementing the Rathnew Inner Relief Road Plan, as you know we have the
Wicklow Town Rathnew Local Transport Plan which is currently in progress. As
part of that plan we do have a consultation session to be arranged with the Wicklow
MD Elected Members which will take place later this year. So in relation to the
Rathnew Inner Relief Road plan itself, the specific plan I might hand over to
Director Lane just for an update on that. Thank you.

MR LANE: There was two questions regarding the consultants, Bray Inner Relief
Road South and Tinahely, because they're both linked to framework. The Bray Inner
Relief Road phase three, tender from consultants were received in late August and
are currently being assessed. We will look at various options with the route and
timelines in that particular one. We're also at the same time with the same
framework looking at consultants for phase three of Tinakilly which is to the
regional road to the end of the link and also to look at the original times to see if that
can be relooked at and whether there's other options there. So that will be given to
the consultants and we will be back to the areas there. In answer to your specific
question, Councillor Snell, on Trooperstown we have gone to tender, we have
successful tenders in that case, even though you are asking outside your area, and

there's a programme with the consultants. So we have prepared tenders in that
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particular case. Councillor Fortune, all reference from now on with the new housing
plans, affordable housing are called starter homes. So when you're doing any
googling just be aware affordable is now starter homes.

Regarding our particular ones, I will give an update on prices because I haven't got
prices and they evolve. So Lott Lane place three we will be advertising -- phase two
which is the affordable 26, we'll be advertising them shortly. It'll be when we know
the exact date on that. That's a little bit fluid, and that date will be tied in with the
other 76 units there. So they will be circulated shortly. We will make sure that's
circulated to the area. There's also Lott Lane phase three which is the 46 other
affordables. That's a new tender and that'll be going out to tender again shortly,
probably quarter 3 or Quarter 4 of this year for the next phase of those. Mariner's
point, that's in Wicklow Town. They're now starter homes. We've all applicants
there, processing those. In Dunlavin, all been offered. We have launched recently in
Ballycomyn, Blessington, 42 affordable units there. Prices, I'll have to get for you.
And then the next, Rockbrae, we've recently issued tender in that and there's nine
affordables in that site. We'll give you a better list of prices in the launch later on.
But there's a good few units there. And again Sheep House, I indicated Part 8§,
there's four or six affordables there too. So we're going towards mixed tenure but the
problem is trying to get a pinch point where we can sell them subsequently.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Dunne you had your light on before,
did you want to come in?

COUNCILLOR DUNNE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Just on the time thing here.
Three minutes is in the standing orders but I presume it is at the discretion of the
Chair. But if you go to the Senate or if you go to the D4il you have a time that you
have to adhere to. You often hear them, people overstepping the mark, and the
Cathaoirleach comes in and says no, your time is up, that's it. So just if you allow
everybody to speak for three minutes with the 32 members it's an hour and a half.
You can't have that. So like most of the members, some people don't speak, some
people do, but as Chair your job is to get through the agenda, and I have to support
you on the three minutes. I just want to make that point clear. But I think you
should have a small bit of discretion if you want to. If you want to. If you want to
give people a bit extra. But three minutes I think is enough. Thank.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Doyle.

COUNCILLOR DOYLE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Just on the same note. We are
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all equal here. It's just that some appear to feel that they're more equal than others.
The people who are tuning in online for whatever reason they need to tune in online
are at a disadvantage because when you are tuning in online you cannot hear when
people are speaking without a microphone and so you are missing the cause of the
disruption but all you see is a meeting that is stilted and comments out of context,
and you're not able to follow the meeting. It is not appropriate for a member to
continue roaring and shouting over members of the executive or other councillors
whose speaking time is up, who have waited their time to be able to speak. The
reason this is being implemented now is because certain members will just talk and
talk and talk and talk and remake their point over and over again. And yes, we all
have a right, a democratic right to be here, represent our constituents and speak but
we're all colleagues as well and most people here work fairly and have a bit of
respect for others. I heard name calling, I heard accusations, I heard language that I
don't want to repeat from that side of the chamber, from Councillor Gerry O'Neill.
Absolutely shocking. He's doing it again now for the benefit of those in the
chamber. He will continue to speak over people so that the responses cannot be
given so that other members cannot speak. It is absolutely unfair. And I move to
have a disruptive member removed from the chamber if that behaviour continues.
And comments, specific personal comments against the Cathaoirleach, I heard that as
well, I don't know if anybody else did, absolutely inappropriate in a professional
capacity in a place of work. Thank you, Cathaoirleach.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Stokes. Councillor Stokes is before
you.

COUNCILLOR STOKES: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Just to say I don't actually
have business to raise. Some of my colleagues have already raised it. But I just
wanted to speak up in favour of the three minutes. We're all equal in the chamber
and [ am, you know, sometimes very close to three minutes or just over so I will in
the future may be a victim of that but I understand that there has to be a fair process
for everybody. We represent everybody equally. And you know just to say that
quite often, you know, I don't always get the precise answer that I'm looking for to
my question, usually it is very good but sometimes there's a little bit I would like
more, but [ am happy to have a middle ground on this, that if after everybody has had
an opportunity of three minutes if someone wants to come in for clarification on one

point briefly I warmly welcome that. In fact I quite often wait for that opportunity
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myself if there is an opportunity. But just to point out that part of the issue is that
further down the line when we may have a presentation in we may have very little
time. We've had presentations here through no fault of anybody we've run out of
time, there's no time to question the presenters on some very relevant topics. I have
gone away frustrated that I haven't been able to answer any questions in the chamber
on behalf of people. That's not knocking anybody, it is just a reality. So I just think
that we -- I am a supporter of the three minutes and I wanted to go on record.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Duddy, online.

COUNCILLOR DUDDY: Go raibh maith agat, Cathaoirleach. I hope you can hear
me properly? You can hear what I am saying?

CATHAOIRLEACH: Yes, we can.

COUNCILLOR DUDDY: Yes. Thank you very much. Because I am attending the
meeting online it's been said already when the microphones are turned off it's
impossible to follow them other than going on to the live stream and reading the
transcript. And it seems to be contradictory that the transcript is taken when the
microphone is turned off. So I would rather that rather than using the microphone to
penalise speakers that the microphone wouldn't be turned off or at least there would
be a way that councillors who are attending remotely can participate fully in what's
being said. But certainly by turning the microphone off I have got very little of what
has been -- of the interaction in this discussion, and I'd ask that if the transcript is
being taken by someone in the chamber could we not leave the microphone on as
well so it's possible to actually hear what's going on, as part of that reordering of the
meeting. You know, I'd like to hear what is actually going on. Go raibh maith agat.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor O'Neill.

COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Yeah. One issue I brought up
earlier on I didn't get an answer to. All I'm looking for is an answer. I don't want to
be arguing with anyone, but I asked for an update on the southern end of the relief
road in Blessington. We have a dead end road there at the moment where the traffic
would come out the Naas Road from the northern end, and the other end I know
there's wheeling and dealing. We are at talks with Kildare County Council. All I'm
asking, again a simple question, for an update on that, please. And again I'll call on
Councillor Doyle over there to withdraw that remark. I'm not going to sit here and
listen to that. You can get whoever you like to remove me, but to be accused in this

chamber of using bad language when Councillor Gerry O'Neill did not use any swear
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words whatsoever. She's the only one that heard the stuff according to herself. She's
not sure if any other councillor heard it. She has heard me using this bad language. I
want her to withdraw that remark now. We'll take it from there. Withdraw that
remark now. You're not going to withdraw it? Could I get her microphone on? I
can't hear.

CATHAOIRLEACH: No, I'm going to end this now and I'm going to bring Joe in to
reply to your question.

MR LANE: Sorry, I answered Bray Inner Relief Road South -- Blessington, sorry.
Tenders from consultants were received on the 27th of August and are currently
being assessed. Right? We have various options for the routes will be assessed and
we will come back to the municipals then as we are progressing that plan.
COUNCILLOR O'NEILL: Thanks, Joe. You did say Bray that time.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor O'Brien.

COUNCILLOR O'BRIEN: Cathaoirleach, I'll be very brief. Just to come in support
of you about the three minutes. It's something I tried to introduce two years ago
when I had the privilege of sitting where you are. Actually what I did was I took a
note of how long speakers spoke for as well, and I'm happy to share that information
because you'd be surprised who spoke the longest in this chamber and that's the
reason I think we have that up there. In terms of Councillor Doyle here, I didn't hear
her say bad language or call on bad language, but I did hear right wing and I did hear
dictatorial, and that is out of order. No one is a dictator in this chamber. No one is
right wing in this chamber up on that top table anyway. I think those comments
should be withdrawn and apologised for, not what Councillor Doyle allegedly didn't
say. So I think, Gerry O'Neill, you called it right wing and you called it dictatorial. I
think you owe the top table an apology and withdraw those comments. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: I think we can move on. Now I would like to invite
Councillor Gillespie up to receive -- Sorry, yeah, can I bring the Chief Executive in?
MS O'GORMAN: Just very briefly, members, I want to give you advance notice on
where we are for on the call for sites and draft variations to the Development Plan.
As you know you have all been working very hard on the sites and what we have
been looking at over the next couple of months. The draft variation will be
published on the consultation portal this Thursday, 10th September. An email link
will go to yourselves probably late tomorrow evening once we have all the

documents uploaded. There will be four weeks of public consultation. We're now
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moving into the statutory part of this process. So it's the statutory four weeks public
consultation which will take us until 8th October or so. The Chief Executive Report
then will issue in early November and then subject to the number of submissions,
and I do expect that we will get a significant number of submissions, we would
intend to hold a special meeting of the Council on possibly the 14th December to
consider those submissions and any amendments that need to be made by way of
motion. So that is just to give you advance notice. You will get an email link
tomorrow evening to all the documents and the process will publish on Thursday
formally. Thank you, members.

CATHAOIRLEACH: I would like to invite Rachel Gillespie up to give a
presentation on the Register of Electors, the mitigation project update. Thank you.
MS GILLESPIE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Thank you. Good afternoon,
everyone. I welcome this opportunity to present a short update on changes to the
electoral registration process. Most of you are familiar with the changes
implemented under the Electoral Reform Act to date which include the rolling
register, pre-registration, an online application process, inclusion of a unique
identifier in the form of a PPS number. One of the objectives of the Act was to
provide a legal basis for a single national registration system. To implement this the
Local Government Electoral Registration System Project Board was established in
2021. The project was fully funded by the Department and this system already in
use by the Dublin authorities was redeveloped and selected as the new National
Registration System. The migration project commenced in quarter 2/2026 and is due
to be completed by the end of this year. In advance of the switchover to what is the
new system on Voter.ie our wonderful franchise team in County Buildings, headed
up by Anne-Marie Roberts, undertook a body of data cleansing and data
standardisation work. So, for example, where we're omitting Eircodes or removing
any duplicates. During 2025 and 2026 we have undertaken promotional work such
as attendance at the Tinahely show, Comhairle na nOg Youth Summit and
registration drives in Blessington in conjunction with the KWETB and PPN. So we
are keen to promote the register in such ways and intend running events in secondary
schools across the county from this month. So if you have anywhere suitable or you
feel like we could bring our merchandise and our promotional material please let me

know.
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As of today there are - actually a slide change from the slides - 111,751 electors on
Wicklow's register. This is a reduction to our end of year figures due to the data
quality work that has been undertaken, such as where we removed electors where we
had received three pieces of correspondence returned, such as returning of polling
cards from the presidential in October, et cetera. So during the month of June
actually -- so we're a little bit late coming to you, during the month of June we
migrated to Voter.ie. This means we are responsible for retaining our register but
Dublin City Council are responsible for the system. Is that my three minutes! You
didn't even notice my mic had stopped. So this means we are responsible for
maintaining our register, but Dublin City Council are responsible for the system and
the related data security. Other local authorities who already migrated earlier in the

year include the Dublin, Wexford, Longford and Kerry.

So changes for electors. Electors in Wicklow will now register or update their
details on Voter.ie. So when all local authorities migrate it will provide a seamless
system where electors are moving counties. So previously it was quite difficult for
anyone moving from Dublin to Wicklow because we were on -- some of us were on
Voter.ie and some on Check the Register, but this is now working very well, and
when all counties move across it will be much easier for someone moving counties.
Electors using the online system must provide their PPS or user MyGov ID but any
elector who is uncomfortable with this has the option of using paper-paced
application form. They will just need to verify their identity in other ways. So the
system brings welcome changes to the back office. As previously, the customer
portal and the system were separate applications whereas Voter.ie application is now
one system. The system will in time further reduce and eliminate duplicates. So just
changes for you the elect member include a more accurate register, fingers crossed.
The system is also an elector-based rather than a property-based system. So the
register will be sorted alphabetically by surname within townland or estate rather
than by dwelling. So it will look a little bit different. However for the purpose of
canvassing, the traditional format can be provided. And just on a small additional
note: We are undertaking an exciting project thanks to our ITGIS team of Paddy
O'Flaherty and Helen Flynn. They have been able to overlay maps to identify any
properties within the county that don't have any electors registered. So we're in the

process of printing those letters and they will be landing on potential constituents'
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doormats in the next few days just offering them the opportunity to register to vote.
Thank you for your time and if you have any questions. Thank you
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Do we have any questions? Councillor Doyle.
COUNCILLOR DOYLE: Thanks. Yeah, just a quick question. When you say it is
going to be done alphabetically by townland - did you say - not district?

MS GILLESPIE: Yeah.

COUNCILLOR DOYLE: So by townland, is it?

MS GILLESPIE: We definitely have some teething problem with the microphone
here. Yeah. So it will be by townland in rural areas but, like, for the likes of Bray it
will be by estate. So you will have, Adams will come up first in Old Court as
opposed to No. 1 Old Court, yeah. But we can give you the canvassing version
which is the same as the current one. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Anyone else? Councillor Snell.

COUNCILLOR SNELL: Yeah, thanks, Cathaoirleach. Thanks for the presentation,
Rachel. It's more to do with the historical system that we had. And it was a question
in regards to before the last Local Elections when Trudder House was listed as an
IPAS centre, some of the people who were hosted there, they were only there six to
seven weeks, they actually got a vote in the Local Elections, and I'm wondering how
that will happen when people would obviously have to have PPS numbers and
everything else. And as we know they didn't stay there, they moved quite quickly
because at the time the Government was trying to move them off the streets of
Dublin for St Patrick's weekend. So around April of the last election 2024, two years
ago. I do know that some of them was drove to the local election centre by a
political party. Again that's their prerogative, if that's what they want to do but
unfortunately a lot of them didn't know the system or who they were to vote for, and
there was an approach to try and gain entry to show them where to vote. Now,
thankfully that was caught on the day and ceased to be, so it wasn't an issue. But it
did have a lot of people locally at the time felt that if there was large numbers of
illegal immigrants coming into a local area they could define the outcome of an
election. We never really got an answer to that at the time and as I say they didn't
stay in the county certainly. A lot of them would have been moved to other counties.
But to get a vote in an election in Ireland after being six or seven weeks in the area
was hard to stomach for a lot of people to be honest, particularly when there was

people who went, through their own naivety they were taken off the register. It's
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well advertised you have to go, you have to make sure that your information is
updated so that was their fault as pointed out at the time, but just in regards to that
system. And it is not to put anybody on the spot. Maybe it is more for the top table
because I know you wouldn't have been doing the roll at the time. So maybe, Chief
Executive, if there was anything you could add to that. I know it's not an au fait
subject to be bringing up but it's an issue all the same.

MS O'GORMAN: Thanks, Councillor Snell. I wasn't aware of that situation. I
suppose, I mean the legislation is there and it guides the rules and how you can vote
and what elections you can vote in, be it local government, EU or national elections.
And, you know, somebody that is subject to international protection as opposed to an
illegal immigrant -- to draw a distinction there. So an international protection
applicant do have status until their application is determined. So if they're living in
an area and they have registered, they have a PPS number and they have all of that
because the State has given that to them while they're processing their application it
follows through then that if they're eligible to vote that they can register. I take your
point about the duration of residency in an area and how that might influence things.
It is certainly something we can raise with the Electoral Commission just to bear in
mind into the future. But I suppose it is probably a very grey area in terms of when
somebody is awarded or given access to a PPS number how does that then define
their status in terms of their eligibility to Local Elections. But we will certainly seek
clarification on that. Thanks for raising it.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Ward.

COUNCILLOR WARD: Can I just ask: I was removed from the Electoral Register
before the Presidential election, and I am wondering is there a mechanism where the
people who is removed is told that they are removed or do you have to go out and
find out yourself? Because I didn't realise, I didn't know until one of the girls in the
office said, John, you're not on it, where I was through no fault of my own taken off
it but [ wasn't notified.

MS GILLESPIE: Okay. I can certainly look into that more for you, councillor.
What I would say is that we would be highly careful I suppose when we are
removing electors from the register, and it is only undertaken where we have had
three pieces of correspondence and then an ultimate letter issued to remove that
person. So what happened in the -- because there was a number of electoral events

where polling cards were returned to us, they were all categorised by the staff and
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where we had three pieces of returned correspondence we then issued a fourth piece
of correspondence to say you are being removed. So I can only assume that that is
what happened. Did you potentially move or your address changed or something in
that time?

COUNCILLOR WARD: No, no, I didn't move at all. I got no letter. It was very
strange. I did phone up the Council because I wasn't a member at the time, and no
one could give me a straight answer or even tell me why.

MS GILLESPIE: Okay. I will personally ensure I look into that for you because |
hate that that's come up today but that is certainly a rare occurrence. We have one of
the strongest registers in the whole country actually, and we are very proud of it.
Thanks.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Murphy online.

COUNCILLOR MURPHY: Yeah, thank you, Chair. Yeah, it's a very interesting
report actually. It's very well done by the members of Wicklow County Council.
And just on what the last councillor said there, I know a relation of mine had been on
the register for years and at the last election she went out and she wasn't on it. And
so, it has happened in that situation as well, and she couldn't understand it. But also
just to highlight the accessibility to polling stations. I know there has been work
done in some areas, and I think that needs to be highlighted in research as well, the
accessibility of the polling stations. Like even from the car park in, you know not
just the building itself but the car park and everything else. You know, I am very
lucky where [ am it's very, very accessible and most of the schools the accessibility
is very good, but just in the rural areas I think we need to be very conscious of the
accessibility. And also, sorry, maybe you can't tell me now but I would be interested
to know of how many people with disabilities apply for the postal vote in Wicklow if
that's possible.

MS GILLESPIE: Thank you, Councillor Murphy. On your first point again, [ am
happy to review. The back office allows us to review the history for so many years
of if somebody has been removed, so I will gladly look into that for you. In fact, the
new system because it's much heavier on the elector keeping their information up to
date it gives a much better audit trail, but there is facility in the old system. So we
certainly will be happy -- if you want to email me I will look into that four. In
relation to the polling stations, that is the returning officer who obviously selects the

polling places, but again it can be difficult. We're aware of that from when we had
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the boundary split. There are some areas which have very limited facilities where
you are -- you know, there is not many buildings in some rural areas. But certainly it
is something I would be aware of you know having worked in Greystones previously
even where the car parking can be an issue because it can be outside of the school
grounds in some instances. But certainly that's a conversation we will have with the
returning officer. And in terms of the voters, special voters or postal voters I can
certainly get that figure for you, no problem. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. I think that's all the questions now. I am going to
pass you over to Director Nicholson, I believe he wanted to introduce the next
speaker.

MR NICHOLSON: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Yeah, the local community safety
partnerships have been going now since December last year, so almost nine months.
A lot has happened in those nine months. So just to refresh what it is. It didn't
replace JPCs. It's a completely different project than JPC. It is much wider. It is
based on community safety. We have two members of staffs. We have Patricia
Carmody and Lorraine Horan, chaired by Councillor Tom Fortune and we have a
committee of currently 29. So we have asked Patricia to give an update on progress
to date because there has been an awful lot of progress to date. So Patricia.

MS CARMODY: Cathaoirleach, Elected Members, I welcome the opportunity to
inform you of our progress to date with the Local Community Safety Partnership.
Next slide there, please. Wicklow's Local Community Safety Partnership was
established on the 1st December 2025. We held our inaugural meeting in the council
chamber on the 4th September. The election of a chair and vice chair was held by
secret ballot, and Councillor Tom Fortune was selected chairperson and Selena
McKenzie of the IFA was elected as vice chair. A steering group was established at
that meeting and since then in 2026 we've had four meetings including our statutory
public meeting which was held on the 15th June in Greystones. The steering group
has held seven meetings. Our next meeting is tonight following this meeting. And
we've established four working groups as follows: Domestic Violence; Roads and
Road Safety; Antisocial Behaviour; and Safety and Secure at Home. Next slide,
please. This is our membership. Members are appointed officially by the Minister
for Justice. Currently we've had some changes since we were first established.
We're currently awaiting on appointments from the Garda Siochana, the PPN for the

Baltinglass MD, the Disability Federation of Ireland and Mental Health Ireland. And
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once they are appointed they will go then to the Department of Justice to be officially
appointed by the Minister. They do them in tranches so it can take several weeks for
them to be appointed. Just to give an idea of the steering group and members of the
working groups. In the working groups there's a maximum of three members from
the partnership so that we have other people who come on that have experience in
the areas of that. Next slide, please. Just to go through the activities that we've held
so far. Over the past year the activities of the LCSP has been focused on four key
areas which has been strengthening the partnership, consultations for our community
safety plan, delivering community safety initiatives and raising the profile of the
LCSP. Under the partnership equation, a key priority has been strengthening the
partnership. We hold our meetings in each municipal district in community halls.
We allow a 15-minute refreshment break before meetings so that the members can
network at the beginning of each meeting. We've also been working to establish and
support our working groups which are part and parcel of delivering the work of the
partnership. The hair and I have also held one-to-one meetings with members and
we intend to resume those meetings over the coming months. Most recently the
Chair has issued a letter to all members reiterating the commitment required from
members going forward and the importance of everyone playing a part in the
partnership. We've also continued to attend information events organised by the
national office both online and in person. We also attend Eastern Region
Coordinator Administrative forums each month which provides valuable opportunity
to share ideas and learn from experience of other LCSPs. With regard to the
Community Stated Plan I will talk about that in the next slide. Community Safety
Initiatives, these include a property marking initiative which I will also talk about in
a minute, tractor safety awareness as well I will talk about that. And then raising the
profile of the LCSP, we have developed presence across Facebook and Instagram
and we are one of only a small number of LCSPs to have our own dedicated
Facebook and Instagram page. I have to acknowledge the work carried out by my
colleague Lorraine Horan who has done a tremendous amount of work in developing
our social media presence. We are getting a very positive level of interaction with
our content, and I want to thank all of those here today who follow us and engage
with our posts and share our content. We have a dedicated page on the Wicklow
County Council website where we publish information about the LCSP and upload

our adopted minutes. We have also had the opportunity to engage directly with the
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public through Shelton Abbey Open Day and at the Tinahely Show. Our work has
received a number of positive mentions in the local press which has helped raise
awareness of the partnership and the work we are doing. Councillor Tom Fortune,
the Chair, has promoted the work of the LCSP through interviews and talks and on
East Coast FM, and the station attended our community safety event which I will talk
about also in a moment. We have also presented four out of the five MD meetings
which were welcomed and got lovely feedback from you all. Next slide, please. Our
main key aim this year has been developing the Community Safety Plan and we have
had very focused consultation activity. We developed two detailed community
safety surveys under the guidance of the partnership: a youth survey and an adult
survey. To date the adult survey has 520 responses and over the weekend the youth
survey surpassed 300. So if you haven't already done so please take the survey. It
will be closing in the next couple of weeks. We have done focused engagement
which includes six public consultations in each MD. We have focused consultations
with the IFA, domestic violence groups, older persons, the travelling community,
both adults and kids, and new and minority groups and youth groups. We opened the
consultation hub. Unfortunately we only received two submissions. We also use
social media to circulate our survey and information. Also we attended the Tinakilly
Show and Shelton Abbey, and as we met people there we asked them to give
feedback which we have noted. Next slide, please. We launched the LCSP
Community Safety Event on the 29th of April. This even brought together relevant
service providers from across the county providing an excellent opportunity to
connect and share information and strengthen relationships. We received very
positive feedback, particularly around the networking opportunities being provided.
We also had a number of guest speakers and we were delighted to welcome East
Coast FM who subsequently presented a ten-minute slot which was aired on the 15th
May. Next slide, please. The partnership has acquired a property marking machine
and we held our first training day in the Glen of Imaal Centre in Laragh. The
training was attended by LCSP members, members of An Garda Siochana and
members of the local community. The machine marks property with an unique
identifier which has two benefits. Firstly, it acts as a deterrent for theft, because
once the property has been marked official signage can be displayed on the premises
advertising that the property is marked and identifiable, signage can carry the official
An Garda Siochéana logo and most recently the LCSP logo has been added to that
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signage helping to make the initiative clearly visible within communities. Certainly
and more importantly the unique identifier provides a means of returning stolen
property to its rightful owner. We had the machine on display in Tinahely Show and
it got great interest. And I want to give a shout out to Nathan from Tinahely Men's
Shed who took the initiative to property mark equipment and plant machinery before
it left the Tinahely Show grounds following the event, in the days following the
event, and Nathan also property-marked all of the Men's Shed equipment. We will
be holding our training days soon. Hopefully we will get more people involved and
then we will be rolling out initiatives across the county. Next slide, please. Tractor
safety awareness. We were delighted to be successful in securing funding from the
Department of Agriculture to provide this training. We've had participants from
mostly Wicklow but we've also welcome participants from Carlow and Wexford, and
we've even had like interest from counties as far away as Sligo, and this highlights
the strong demand for this training. We've additional dates booked in Ballymount
going forward. And to complement this training we've incorporated a safety talk
from An Garda Siochana, and this is in keeping with the ethos of the Local
Community Safety Partnership, and this is all being very positively received by the
Department of Agriculture and also the participants of those courses. I want to give
a shout out to Jack Patton of the Hillbilly Tractor Run who has been a great help in
coordinating the programme and making it possible for the training to move beyond
the Hillbrook Hub which is where the FRS training would normally have their
training and into the wider community of Ballymount and Dunlavin. Next slide,
please. PsyCare Ireland is a social enterprise and a registered charity who supports
members of the public attending these events and festivals. They have received
funding under the Community Safety Fund and they want to work with the Wicklow
Local Community Safety Partnership. They had hoped to have some dates in August
but because of the summer holidays that didn't work out, but we are going to be
working with them over the next few months to deliver the night programme, which
is the Nightlife Intervention, Training and Education Programme. This programme
promotes a safer nightlife experience. Next slide, please. The priorities for the
remainder of 2026 is to complete the consultation process, maybe identify gaps
where we haven't, you know, consulted with everybody that we needed to consult
with. Then we look at the feedback analysis from the consultation process. Then we

are going to develop and adopt the Community Safety Plan in the next couple of
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months and we also have to hold a statutory closed meeting of the partnership with
all elected representatives in the local authority area which you will all be invited to
and I hope you will endeavour to attend. That date is yet to be decided but it will be
before the end of the year. We hope to continue to deliver youth safety initiatives
and safety initiatives in general. Thank you for your time. Any questions?
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. I'm going to bring Councillor Fortune in before
we take questions as he's the Chair of the group.

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Thanks, Cathaoirleach, and thanks, Trish, and well
done on all that. The amount of work that has been done by Trish and Lorraine and
the partnership basically since January has been quite phenomenal. This particular
initiative has the potential to be a massive game changer but not only a game changer
obviously in due course it will have to be taken on board, put in place and lived. The
amount of work done since January is quite phenomenal and Trish has outlined that.
We're at a stage now where we basically have loads and loads of information. What
I would ask ye as members here today would be is to -- ye all have massive social
media lists of all kinds of people, if you would particularly over the next week get
the survey completed. We're up over 800 I think, Trish, at the moment?

MS CARMODY: Yes, in total.

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Yeah. So we'd love to obviously -- That's very, very
good. When we compare that to some of the pilot groups that were done, back in the
day there was a pilot done in Waterford, Longford and Sheriff Street in Dublin, and
we have surpassed that. So we would like to hit over a thousand because that makes
the information more broad and gives us more details. So we would like you to do
that, if you could over the next week. We would really appreciate that. As Trish
said, we will be having a meeting with you all in due course. Where we are right
now is that we are about to get in to putting the plan together. We're mandated to
have our draft plan done by the end of October and final plan by end of December.
That probably will run into February maybe, maybe early March, because the
Department of Justice themselves were slow in putting in place their own strategic
intent as well. That's no harm because we need to get it done right. I must say
everyone involved in it is very energised. I did write out to the whole partnership.
We're at a stage where one or two had to step away. We said hang on, we're at a
moment in time where people who are there at it, if you don't like being there, there's

no problem, opt out, we'll get someone in. The main thing is that all the service
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providers, that every service provider within the county are involved. Obviously
we're working very hard to make sure there's input coming from them all. The intent
behind it is to support the garda efforts, not to do the garda work but to have every
service provider doing their bit to support the effort. The plan actually will be
determined in the final analysis, it'll be determined when it's in place, do people feel
safer in their communities, because the bottom line is that's what it's all about. The
whole intent is to make people safer. As Michael said when he was introducing
Trish, it isn't the JPC. It's a totally different entity. It's kind of way beyond that. I
think for us to drive this forward and carry on driving it forward we actually do need
the support of every public rep, and if we're being brutally honest we'd like you to do
a little bit more than maybe you've actually been doing. If you don't know me at this
stage you'll never know me, I say it as I see it. We do need more support. I would
like to complement Trish and Lorraine on the fantastic job they are doing and
continue to do. My job is like the quarter back, just it keep going and push and argue
and whatever has to be done. It's great. It's very exciting. As I say, it has the
potential to be a game changer. I would like to acknowledge the support from Emer
as the CEO of the Council and from Derek who is the garda chief superintendent.
That's very, very important, to have that support to make this happen because with
that support we can then build on it and drive it forward. That support is there and
we're certainly thankful for that. That's my input.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor O'Brien.

COUNCILLOR O'BRIEN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and thank you to Trish for the
presentation. Again I just want to say well done on the work to date and to Lorraine
and everyone involved but can I also say, I want to say congratulation and my
sincere thanks to Councillor Fortune who has really stepped up to the mark on this
and proved to be a really capable chairman of this group, which is not easy. Having
sat on the JPC, I want to say, Tom, you have done a great job. I mean that, by the
way, because if I didn't mean it I wouldn't say it. I think you have done trojan work
on it and I am looking forward to the outcome. Councillor Fortune, you said it is
about people feeling safe in the community but until that happens it is also that they
feel heard in their community. I think it is important, especially in rural Wicklow,
that people are heard and their voices are heard. It is a good way of the gardai
communicating and listening to what's going on in the communities because

obviously the numbers of gardai in the county are down. They're under enormous
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pressure. They've gone through enormous change themselves structurally. Now, I'd
say morale is at a very all-time low in the Gardai, so it is important that they hear
back from the community not just a negative. And I'm happy to say that when I've
sat on these, they do get positive feedback and they do get compliments for the work
they have done. But the main thing I want to say today is to congratulate Councillor
Fortune and your team on trojan work and I look forward to the finished article.
Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Corrigan.

COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and thank you to Trish as
well and Lorraine, and all the trojan work that you have done. I see this as becoming
a one-stop shop for public safety and something that us as public reps can bring as
issues of concern from our constituents. In my own area there was a very bad
incident of a horse, somebody coming off their horse when a bus flew past it and I'd
like to see - I thought the tractor information was fantastic - a campaign done on road
safety and road issues for cyclists and motorists when they're passing animals. That's
something in the rural areas -- we all know it as second nature but people coming
into our rural areas aren't aware of. I know you have to do it as part of your driving
test but the actual practicalities of animal handling when you're driving past them,
and I would love to see something, a public campaign or safety information put out
through this forum in relation to that. So I'll be certainly sending that in to let you
know about, but I just thought I would raise it here today because I think that is very
relevant for any of the issues that we do have, that we can bring them to yourself.
Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Kennedy.

COUNCILLOR KENNEDY: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Can I again reiterate what
Councillor O'Brien has said, just to thank everyone for the wonderful work they have
done, but also I want to concur with the comments on Councillor Fortune.

Councillor Fortune has been an excellent Chair. He has gone above and beyond to
include everybody. He has reached out to the whole community of County Wicklow
to make sure they have been included and it is open for them to network into the
partnership. So, Tom, I just want to thank you for the work you have done especially
the way you have reached out to people and the way you are reaching out to
communities and continue to do it but also to all the team. So well done to

everybody. This is working and keep up the good work. Thank you.
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CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Mahon.

COUNCILLOR MAHON: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I'd just like to add in my little
bit from that. Just going back to that tractor safety around Ballymount, just feedback
from members of my own family. They found it very, very good and they were
delighted, and look forward to going to -- I think it should be something that should
be repeated right around the county. It is very, very important. When you see the
amount of young people actually involved in tractors and machinery at the moment
around the county, especially on our roads. There was a tractor run and the amount
of young people, nearly all youngsters, young teenagers driving the tractors around
the road. The feedback I got from the project you ran in Ballymount was very, very
good. Thank you for that.

MS CARMODY: Can I come in on that?

CATHAOIRLEACH: Yeah.

MS CARMODY: We have funding to train up to 180. Today we are in St Kevin's
Community College in Dunlavin with the TY's, and will be tomorrow. We same
some more dates planned. Unfortunately the deadline for the tractor safety training
funding is the end of November, which means we would have to have everything
spent by the 1st of October to get it through our system. But they have said that
there is a possibility of maybe extending it. Once it is we would be able to get into
the schools which would be really good, for the TYs. It's maximum 12 per class so
we are quite restricted to getting trainers, and the trainers actually come from
Roscommon and Galway because there's no local trainers.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor O'Toole.

COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. And thanks for the wonderful
presentation. Congratulations everyone involved. It's a great initiative and
Councillor Fortune as well for spear heading it. Just regarding the property marking,
what does that entail? That's going to be done throughout the county, is it going to
be done in each district or is it going to be in multiple places in each district, or what
way are yous going to do it? Thanks.

MS CARMODY: We're hoping to put a scheme together and work with the town
teams, the IFA and the committee members and also the Gardai. The Gardai from
Greystones have reached out recently saying that they would like to get involved in
running something in Greystones. It is putting together a programme. But ideally,

the next training is on the 31st of here in County Buildings, we are hoping to get
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more people trained so that we can get more people out doing the property markings.
We are also in the process of purchasing some more machines. The machine itself
puts on, scans on an identifier, one covert and one overt, so that if someone steals it
they won't see there's a mark there, that the guards will know it is there or will look
for it going forward, to be able to return the item.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Scott.

COUNCILLOR SCOTT: Yeah, thanks a million and thanks for the presentation.
We also had an excellent presentation of this at our MD meeting there a while ago
and I look forward to seeing this growing strength to strength. I have two queries on
the membership, and it is brilliant to see such a wide sort of community representing
so many areas of our communities on the membership list. I was just wondering
about the vacant disability and mental health piece, because obviously just those
members, it would be very important to include those. I was wondering why, is
there an issue with recruitment there. My other question is, is there member
representation from our newer communities in the areas, particularly people from
different countries that are living in Wicklow? Just to link in with those. Perhaps
there's not an appropriate representative group. I don't know. I was just wondering
if you had looked into that. Thank you.

MS CARMODY: Can I respond to that? In terms of the mental health and the
disability we do have calls out for nominations from both those organisations at the
moment. We had the disability out for a couple of months but they just couldn't find
someone who would be appropriate. We have that out again at the next meeting for
a nomination to be put forward to us. And Mental Health Ireland have
acknowledged they will be making a nomination to us. In regard to the newer
communities, while we don't have a direct newer community representative we do
have Deirdre Joyce from the County Wicklow Partnership, she sits on the
Community Integration Forum so she will be able to have a voice for the new
communities.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Whelan.

COUNCILLOR WHELAN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. First of all, I'd like to thank
Trish for your great presentation and you've done tremendous work over the last
year, everyone has done tremendous work over the last year but particularly yourself,
Michael and Lorraine has done tremendous work over the last nine. I think you have

captured everything you have said there in what you have done over the last nine
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months. I think we're very lucky to have Tom Fortune as our Chair. I know Tom
has done tremendous work. He's a good team worker, he gets the team going and
he's a great man to drive people and get things done. So well done. I know you had
a meeting with MDs around the place. Some were well attended and some weren't. I
think you got the message across. So well done and thank you very much.

MS CARMODY: Thanks.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Mahon, did you want to come back
in? You're okay. Was there any other questions or comments before we move on?
No.

MS CARMODY: Thank you very much.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Any correspondence?

MS GILLESPIE: No correspondence.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Okay. So we can go on to the prehistoric notice of motions.
MS GILLESPIE: Thank you. Notice of Motion No 1. Proposed by Councillor
Stokes, seconded by Councillor Behan and supported by Councillor Stapleton,
Councillor Leonard, Councillor Kennedy, Councillor Fenelon Gaskin, Councillor
Fortune, Councillor Doyle, Councillor Mulhall and Councillor Duddy of the 9th
January 2026: "The councillors of Wicklow County Council express concern at the
unilateral removal of their preferred email addresses from the Wicklow County
Council website. Councillors must be permitted to interact with members of the
public in the way they deem best serves the community. Going forward Councillors
shall be able to have their preferred email address listed on the Wicklow County

Council website."

Response from Brian Gleeson, updated most recently on the 8th June: "Cyber
security threats pose a significant risk to modern organisations. One of the main
protection measures put in place by Wicklow County Council to counter threats by
cyber actors is to provide official Council email accounts to Council staff and

Elected Members.

The use of Council email accounts protects the integrity of Wicklow County
Council's information systems through several ways, including:
1. Enhanced security monitoring. All Wicklow County Council email accounts are

actively monitored for breaches and suspicious activity. The same level of



O 00 N o u b W N -

Ww W W W W N N N N N N N N NN P R PR R, R R R
A W N P O O 0 N O L B W N P O O 0O N O U B W N —» O

Wicklow County Council - 7 September 2026 48

protection is not provided by non-Council personal email services.

2. Lack of control over personal accounts. The Council cannot manage or secure
personal email accounts. This creates a significant risk when sensitive or official
correspondence is conducted outside the Council's protected environment.

3. Incident investigation capability. Wicklow County Council maintains detailed
logs for all activity on its email system enabling thorough investigation of any
suspicious incidents. This capability does not extend to personal email accounts.

4. Impersonation protection. A VIP protection rule is in place to ensure that only
emails sent from your official Wicklow County Council email address are recognised
as authentic. This helps to prevent impersonation attempts and protects your identity
in Council communications.

5. Rapid threat response. Suspicious or malicious emails sent to Wicklow County
Council accounts can be quickly identified and removed across the system. This
level of response is not possible with personal email accounts.

6. Cyber security training integration. Wicklow County Council has launched a
cyber security awareness programme in line with the industry standards. These are
linked to official Wicklow County Council email accounts. Councillors using
personal email addresses exclusively will not receive training notifications or be
included in simulations reducing their preparedness against cyber threats.

7. Advanced email filtering and intelligence sharing. Wicklow County Council
email accounts are protected by a dedicated email security system that applies
multiple layers of filtering and policy enforcement to block incoming threats. These
protections are continuously updated based on intelligence shared by the security
officers in other local authorities and the NCSC, ensuring proactive defence against
emerging risk.

8. General data protection regulation. Under Article 5(2) of GDPR elected
representatives are considered data controllers and therefore they must be able to
demonstrate compliance regarding the processing of personal data. With the
evolution of email threats from a cyber security perspective it is important that
councillors' email accounts are secured and protected. The use of a corporate email

account provides increased security and reduces the risk of data breaches occurring.

For these reasons it would be ill advised for Wicklow County Council to promote the

use of non-Wicklow County Council email accounts on its own website. However, it
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is acknowledged that some members were experiencing difficulties with the use of
Wicklow County Council email accounts. To this end the Council's IS security team
has reached out to all Elected Members to identify the specific issues and an FAQ
document was issued in response. Moreover, system enhancements were recently
implemented by the IS department which further improved the email functionality

for both Council staff and Elected Members.

A pilot for migration to Microsoft 365 was recently rolled out which involved five
Elected Members. Following the completion of this pilot all Elected Members have
now been moved over to the Microsoft 365 environment. The benefits of this new
development include: Provision of self-release functionality which allows members
to manage email blockages and aspects of email security directly, subject to
compliance with the Council's cyber training programme; fewer emails being
blocked due to size as the incoming email size limited has been increased to 60
megabytes which is above the standard industry allowance; and elimination of the

automatic removal of historical emails from inboxes."

Moving on to Notice of Motion No.2? No. Sorry. Do that first. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Just before I go to Councillor Stokes, in the absence of
Councillor Behan we just need a new seconder for that motion. Councillor
Stapleton. Agreed? (Agreed.) And I will go over to Councillor Stokes now.
COUNCILLOR STOKES: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. And I suppose to start, what I
was going to say in relation to this matter has evolved over time because it has been
on the agenda for so long but I am pleased we are finally getting to it. I do believe at
the outset that councillors should have been consulted in advance of any email
change to the Wicklow County Council website. Emails seem to be updated and
changed without any notice to us as far as I can recall. This motion also partly came
about because of the difficulty with the email system and I can certainly understand
that Wicklow County Council may wish for councillors to write to them using their
Council email. So I follow this when liaising with Council staff. And I would also
encourage any of my colleagues who have yet to complete the IT security training to
do so at their earliest convenience. I do accept that there have been significant
improvements with the Council's email system for councillors, and I would like to

thank Director Brian Gleeson for his continued engagement on the rollout, and I
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commend Gary Redmond and all of the IT team for their diligent service. In many
ways this isn't a knock on the IT team. They're very dedicated professionals. That
has to be said. However, in liaising with constituents we need the most effective
communication tool for us personally. This is why some councillors use other
systems. I certainly believe we need to treat public -- we need to trust public
representatives to communicate with members of the community, this includes being
able to advertise what is the best way to reach councillors. Go raibh maith agat,
Cathaoirleach.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Stapleton.

COUNCILLOR STAPLETON: In support of that motion I think it is also worth
acknowledging the massive improvements that have been made to the Council IT
systems over the past number of months that have now made it much more easy to
use and more effective to use the Council's email and messaging system now that it
is on Microsoft 365. I suppose for me I listen to the large litany of reasons of why
we can't have our own email addresses publicly kind of made available on the
Council's website, but for me it's kind of -- there's no real difference. My mobile
phone is publicly available on the Council website. It's a personal mobile. And
when I'm messaging constituents with queries through WhatsApp or Messaging there
it is quite similar to the way I would interact with them via my own personal email.
So it is just kind of a tool for them to get in contact with me. I don't know if that
raises a question over use of personal phones now as well. But yeah, head down in
the sand. But yeah, that was just the way. For me it was more effective for me to be
able to use my own email and phone number, so that's why I'm supporting the
motion.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor O'Brien.

COUNCILLOR O'BRIEN: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I'll be very brief. Just the
only concern I have is that to make our jobs a little bit easier at times it's just we can't
copy and paste anymore. So if you get an email you can't copy it over into a private
let's say from WhatsApp. From your work to your personal. So if I get an email
from the Council I can't copy let's say some of the contents for a WhatsApp message.
I actually have to forward it on to my personal email address which is probably
counterintuitive to what we are trying to do here. It makes the job a little bit more --
MS O'GORMAN: That's news to me now. Because I'm just literally as you are
saying that just copying a text from email and putting it into my WhatsApp and it's
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fine.

COUNCILLOR O'BRIEN: Well, unless I am -- I'm the only one, am 1?
COUNCILLOR ALVEY: No, no, no, we're all in the same boat.

COUNCILLOR O'BRIEN: IfI was any way paranoid I would say you're trying to
get at councillors here but I have only two minutes left so I will leave it at that.

MR GLEESON: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. I would like to thank Councillor Stokes
and Councillor Stapleton just for the acknowledgment of the improvements that have
been made. I know our IT and security team are working very hard and very closely
with the members. That's a prime example of Councillor O'Brien's issue. I suppose
it is a case of make sure you reach out to our IT team who are very helpful and
usually it'll be a solution that could be made very quickly. I suppose the issue, one
point you made about the communication, there was an email sent to all the members
on the 21st of October in relation to issuing correspondence to only Wicklow County
Council email addresses and personal addresses being removed from the group,
members' email grouping, however it didn't specifically state about the website and
the contacts. So I suppose that was an oversight on our behalf, the Council. So we
apologise for any confusion in relation to that. But I suppose the outset is that, and
you're well aware, cyber threats are probably the biggest risk to any organisation at
the moment, whether it is public sector or private sector. So we can't compromise on
security. We've seen the impact it's had on the likes of the HSE, NTU, even the
Ombudsman office. So it's the biggest threat we have and we have put in a huge
amount of resources in relation to that. We're trying to make the email as convenient
as possible. It might never be as convenient as you're Gmail account and so forth but
I would say a small bit of inconvenience for a large amount of security and
protection is a good trade-off as far as I'm concerned. Because an important point
that was made in Rachel's response was the whole issue of GDPR and the fact of the
matter is you are data controllers, so you have a responsibility to protect the
information that you have. And as councillors you do receive a lot of personal and
sensitive material. So God forbid there was a breach within one of your
non-Wicklow County Council email addresses, we could not respond, whereas once
it's part of the Council email as I said there was a whole list of actions that we could
take. But look, I suppose this is a work in progress. We're trying to make things
better. Over the last 12 months we have improved the email services greatly and

we'll keep working with the members to improve that, and we welcome the feedback
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from the members to help us improve the services, not just on an email front but I
suppose any sort of IT improvements that we can make. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: I just have two more people that want to come in before we
move on to the suspension of standing orders. Councillor Fortune.
COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Yeah, thanks, Cathaoirleach. Very quickly. I am just
wondering though most of us, all of us probably, when we send out our emails to
constituents we have our logos and different things on it, is it possible that that can
be facilitated if needed with the change?

MR GLEESON: Logos?

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: You know we have our --

MR GLEESON: Okay. You want it at the bottom -- you want your own personal
logo at the bottom of your Council email?

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: I'm just asking.

MR GLEESON: We can look into that. I'm not sure myself.

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: It's all about branding, Brian, you know.

MR GLEESON: Absolutely, yeah. We'll look into that. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: And then Councillor Duddy online.

COUNCILLOR DUDDY: Go raibh maith agat, Cathaoirleach. Yeah, thanks a
million for those responses, but I don't think it really addresses the potential issues
that most councillors have been seeking. We just want to have email of our choice
posted on the website of the County Council. Our emails are transmitted to those
sites, really it shouldn't be an issue for the County Council. In the remarks that have
been made I feel that the privilege communications that politicians enjoy with their
constituents as a constitutional right seem to be completely out of the ambit, seems to
have been ignored, and it has been established that communications between TDs
and their constituents are constitutionally protected, and it's been advised by the
(inaudible) commission that communications between constituents and councillors
would likely enjoy the same privilege. So if there is a delay in communications
between constituents and councillors or if communications are being stopped that
would seem to be in breach of both the constitutional right of the constituent to
communicate with their representative but also the constitutional rights of public
representatives, and I haven't heard any of that mentioned as a reason or having
played a part in the reasoning in the new email scenario. All I want is an email of

my choice to be placed on the Wicklow County Council website. I'm happy that
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official communication between the Council and myself should go through a
Wicklow County Council email address but I would like to be able to post an email
address of my choice on the Wicklow County Council website to allow constituents
communicate with me. So that's really the crux of the issue for me. But I do think
that it seems no thought has been given to likely abuses to the constitutional rights of
both constituents and representatives. Go raibh maith agat.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Gleeson.

MR GLEESON: Yeah, look, I suppose there's a difference, there's constitutional
protection and there's protection from cyber hackers and that's what I'm talking about
here. As I said before, all the members have a responsibility under the GDPR to be
data holders and I suppose what we're trying to do is protect the members in relation
to that. What I would say, with regard to any emails being blocked, as was outlined
in the response, the provision of a self-release functionality which allows members to
manage email blockages and aspects of email security directly is provided but is
subject to the completion of the Council's cyber training programme. And I know
there's a number of councillors who have completed the cyber training programme
and have been provided with that self-release functionality. So you can do at any
stage. You don't have to send an email to the Council's IS department for it to be
released, you can do it yourself, you view it and do it yourself, but you have to carry
out the cyber training programme. I think, Councillor Stokes, you were one of the
first people who availed of that functionality and I believe that is working well for
you. So I would advise and I know, councillor, you implore your fellow members to
do the same to undertake that cyber training and then avail of this functionality.
Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. And now for the suspension of standing orders.
MS GILLESPIE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach.

COUNCILLOR STOKES: Sorry, Cathaoirleach. Just to say that we have a

motion -- There doesn't seem to be any dissent, so I'm assuming that the motion has
been accepted then?

MR GLEESON: Well, if you mean will the personal email addresses be put back on
the website then no.

COUNCILLOR STOKES: That's not what I am asking. There's a motion that has
been put forward. There's a proposer and seconder. I'm asking for that motion to go

forward. If the Executive decide not to do it then it's just in breach of the motion was
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passed by the members.

MS O'GORMAN: The members can't instruct the Executive to do something that
would endanger the functionality of the organisation. You can pass the motion.
COUNCILLOR STOKES: Yes.

MS O'GORMAN: There's no issue. Whether we can take action on foot of that
motion is another thing altogether.

COUNCILLOR STOKES: I would like the motion to go ahead.

MS O'GORMAN: If you're all happy to pass the motion the motion is passed.
COUNCILLOR MURPHY: Sorry, can I just ask a question?

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Murphy online.

COUNCILLOR MURPHY: Yeah, sorry, Cathaoirleach. I just want to be clear on
something. If, say, we are using two emails for our Wicklow County Council and
our original one that I have had for many, many years, and somebody sends an issue
on to, say, my Gmail and I pass that on to Wicklow County Council staff or
whatever department, how long does that go into quarantine, or that system -- I'm not
very IT, so my question might be a stupid question.

MR GLEESON: Councillor, we might take that oftline. I wouldn't like to go
through specific IT issues in an open meeting. So we might take that offline and sort
out any particular issue that you have. If that's okay.

COUNCILLOR MURPHY: Thanks yeah.

CATHAOIRLEACH: That motion is passed. So we will move on to the suspension
of standing orders now.

MS GILLESPIE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. The first suspension of standing order,
proposed by Councillor Danny Alvey and seconded by Cathaoirleach Winstanley,
and supported by Councillors Barry, Doyle, Mulhall, O'Brien, and Ward: "This
Council calls on the Minister for Education and the Department of Education to
address the severe delays in primary and secondary school building projects and
provision of additional school places across County Wicklow. The population of the
county has increased considerably in the past decade, up 14% between the census in
2011 and 2022, with even higher growth rates in our main towns. Much of this
growth in population is made up of young families moving into the area which is
putting significant additional strain on primary and secondary school places. At the
same time there are school building projects that have been delayed for years and

years with no end in sight for these extensions and new builds to be complete. Now
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the Government has requested our Council zones further land for housing to help
address the housing crisis. This is a process which we are pursuing but we want
assurances from the Minister and the Department that future school infrastructure
and capacity planning in the county reflects this new residential development.
Specifically this Council would like a clear, written update on the current stage,
reason for delay, next milestone, and an indicative timeline on the building projects
for primary and secondary school schools across Wicklow as listed in the appendix
to this motion. Appendix: North Wicklow Educate Together Secondary School,
Bray; Temple Carrig, Greystones; Wicklow Educate Together Secondary School;
Arklow CBS; Blessington Community College; Avondale Community College,
Rathdrum; Colaiste Bhride, Carnew; St Kevin's Community College, Dunlavin;
Newtownmountkennedy Primary School; Woodstock Educate Together,
Newtownmountkennedy; St Saviour's, Rathdrum; Blessington Educate Together
Primary School; Gaelscoil na Lochanna, Blessington; St Kevin's National School,
Dunlavin; Nun's Cross School, Ashford; and a new primary school for Wicklow

Town where the current ones are at capacity."

thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Alvey.

COUNCILLOR ALVEY: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. Rachel, apologies for the
length of the motion but we were adamant to be as clear and comprehensive as
possible in our request that we are hoping will be passed on to the Department today.
Look, no councillor in this chamber will be unfamiliar with this issue but as we come
into another September and thousands of students across this county return to
overcrowded or unsuitable buildings I felt the timing was right to bring it to this
chamber and demand some answer on behalf of those schools. When I started the
motion | had some specific local schools in my district in mind but as I reached out
to some of my fellow councillors in other districts I was actually shocked at how
many schools were actually affected by this. So many I had to move them to an
appendix, current total 16, and some councillors here today might want to add others
to this list. So here we are in Ireland in 2026 with all the talk last week of record
corporate tax receipts and somehow we can't or just won't invest in these critical
school building projects all across our county and no doubt the entire country.

Where I am in Newtownmountkennedy both of our primary schools are in dire need
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of new buildings. The Newtown primary school has a roof that is barely holding
together with constant leaks. Last year they even had to close the school on some
days after storms. They have the land ready next to them for a planned new build
but no timeline on when this would start. Across the road, in Woodstock Educate
Together, where my daughter goes, the building has been in prefabs since it opened
in 2019. That's seven years. The Department has a site purchased down the road but
again absolutely no timeline on this provided on the school. Down the road in
Wicklow Town in Rathnew the six primary schools are absolutely packed. I was
contacted earlier this year by a local mother returning to Wicklow Town after three
years abroad. She has three primary school age children and after applying to each
of these six schools she was unable to secure places for them and has had to look
outside the town. Ironically this mother is a teacher herself and eager to come back
and work in the system over here in Ireland. So against this backdrop the
Government has requested we zone additional land for housing all across the county,
something which as councillors we're all actively engaging with. We also need
assurances that these school building projects are finally going to happen and
capacity is going to increase to cater for the additional facilities, for the additional
families who move into this area. So for this reason I would welcome the support of
all councillors here today for this motion and indeed for them to add their own
experiences in the local area. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor Alvey. I would like to add to that as a
seconder, particularly in the case of North Wicklow Educate Together. There's
young people who have gone through their whole education and are now in
university and have never had a permanent school building. They're meant to have a
capacity of a thousand students but they're only able to take 300, and every year
we're contacted about people not having school places but we have the potential
there, it's just the buildings are not being built. So I strongly welcome this motion
and I think as you can see it is a cross-county issue and I think we're going to hear
from some other areas. Councillor Paul O'Brien, do you want to come in there?
COUNCILLOR O'BRIEN: Ido. Thank you, Cathaoirleach. And I thank Councillor
Alvey for bringing this motion forward. Obviously I support it but forgive me if I
am being a cynic, I don't think anything will happen. And I say that for a reason.
Councillor Snell, Councillor Fortune, Councillor Fenelon Gaskin, and myself sit on

the KWETB. Seven years to get the roof fixed in BIFE.
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COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Not fixed yet.

COUNCILLOR O'BRIEN: I know that. Seven years and counting. Yet we're now
looking for more schools. So forgive me for being a cynic but we're talking about a
department here that said not so long ago that they didn't need a school in Greystones
which has just opened last Friday and practically at full capacity. Forgive me if I
have no confidence in the department. By all means we can send off this letter, we
can try our best but I can guarantee from experience we're going to get a letter back
acknowledging the letter in the hope then that we forget about it. Because that is
what is going to happen. We have Avondale, Councillor Snell and myself,
Councillor Stapleton, sorry, is on the board of management up there. They are
waiting for two science labs that were promised, went out for tender, no sign of
them. So now we're being asked to zone land again that will increase the population
and yet we haven't got the repairs done let alone new buildings. The other elephant
in the room, because we all sit on KWETBs, even if we build the schools today we
don't have the teachers to actually staff the schools. I sit on a lot of interview boards
and I have seen the shortage. They're still interviewing this week for staff in schools
to start last week. So we have a big problem at the moment and it's not going to get
any better. So if Councillor Alvey would be amenable to a slight amendment on it, |
think we should have the Department down here. Whether they come or not, I don't
know. But I definitely think we should try and get them down here to answer
questions. I think they're a disaster. They need to be held accountable. They sit on
high, look down and they don't look at the local need. They don't listen to what we
are saying, the people on the ground dealing with these issues day in day out, year in
year out. Thank you, Cathaoirleach, for that.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you, Councillor O'Brien. I am just going to make you
aware, we have quarter of an hour of the meeting left and still one suspension of
standing orders. So I am going to bring as many of you in as possible, I would like
to be able to get to both standing orders. If you have something that is repetition I
encourage you to turn your light off. Councillor Cronin.

COUNCILLOR CRONIN: Thank you very much. On a point of order, there
actually is no school in Dunlavin called St Kevin's National School. That was
mentioned in your motion. There was St Kevin's Community College, which is
already mentioned, but the national school, there's no such school called St Kevin's

National School. There's Scoil Nioclais Naofa but it's not awaiting an extension.
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Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Scott.

COUNCILLOR SCOTT: Thank you. I want to add my name to this motion. I
didn't pick up Councillor Alvey's email until this morning. Look, this is not the first
motion that is brought to the chamber about writing to the Department of Education
about school places and school buildings crisis. It is one in a long list. It won't be
the last. I share Councillor O'Brien's cynicism about the response we're going to get
from the Department of Education. We may as well be writing to Santa Claus in
terms of receiving a coherent or meaningful response from them. My own feeling,
and again I have said this on the record here and I don't hesitate in saying it again, is
that the building section and the forward planning section in the Department of
Education are not fit for purpose. They're not functioning as they're supposed to be.
We had a very great day celebrating the long awaited new Greystones Community
College building on Friday of which I was formerly chairperson and it was a
fantastic day but it is notable that it took eight years from the time that that school
was agreed by the Department to be needed to the time it was delivered, and there
was a general sense that that was a quick delivery. To me, that's eight years that
caused enormous stress to people, to pupils and to parents and to families in our area
when they could not access a space for their child, when children that should have
been in special education classes were being put into mainstream classes because
that was simply the only case they could squeeze in in prefabs. That school, I'm
using that as an example, should have probably been sanctioned in 2013 in order to
be delivered when it is due. Again, reiterating the point about Bray Educate
Together Secondary School, it's ten years that that has been sitting in temporary
accommodation. It is absolutely disgraceful. I will just wrap up by saying the
Greystones councillors back in March, it is worth noting here on the record as it is
relevant to this motion, we adopted a notice of motion following our concerns about
the call to sites and the proposed increase, potential increased zoning population
growth in our area, and also noting the Department's own comment on the call to
sites plan about their concerns about the need for additional schools, et cetera, in the
areas, and we requested a meeting with the Tanaiste to discuss infrastructure
particularly around providing adequate accommodation just in our own district
would be delivered and we still haven't received a response. So I await to see if the

Department of Education respond to this. Thank you.
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CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor O'Toole.

COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. I think childhood should be
enjoyed by children and their parents. The stress and uncertainty of trying to secure
places within their communities should never become an unnecessary burden to any
family. I think this is an example of a failing of the State and it should be
highlighted, and I appreciate that has been highlighted multiple times. My own
personal story, I seen how a school was promised 20 years ago and it's only starting
now. So I think it needs to be highlighted. There's people here within this chamber
that have access to certain ministers and everything else and people have to be held
accountable for the failings that we're looking at here. Thank you.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor O'Toole. I just want to give you the
choice: There's two more speakers, would you like to continue the speaking or
would you like to move on to the second motion and we will have to leave it after
this motion?

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Sorry. Can you not extend the meeting for ten
minutes?

MS PURCELL: No. You have to extend the meeting before the standing orders,
before 4:30. So while you can keep talking you can't make any decisions.
CATHAOIRLEACH: I will try to get through both. Councillor Bourke.
COUNCILLOR BOURKE: Thank you, Cathaoirleach. I will be very brief. I just
wanted to support the motion. You mentioned the Arklow CBS. I know that
first-hand, my own son attends it. There are classrooms there that some of them are
in converted containers. So it's long beyond time for a new school. They have
planning permission. This is a motion that needs to be pushed. I mentioned it too a
couple of times at our group meeting in the Ténaiste about getting the Department of
Education down here to give presentations to us and he said it is a good idea, we'd
love to see it happening. There's a think-in in Wexford, I am invited to it and I'll
bring it up again.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor Stokes.

COUNCILLOR STOKES: Thank you, Cathaoirleach, and just to say that there is a
St Kevin's National School in Greystones. I know this as a past pupil. But I don't
think they have any prefabs to the best of my knowledge. I would like to just
formally second Councillor Paul O'Brien's amendment. I think it is a very

reasonable approach, and also just to agree with Councillor Lourda Scott about the
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call for sites. When people in our own district in Greystones hear about more houses
potentially being zoned the first question we get is what about the school places. It is
a legitimate question. You know we really need to see a decisive investment into our
education. You know my own area, we would be greatly boosted if a secondary
school in Newtownmountkennedy could be built. While that's in the Wicklow
district a lot of those pupils are having to travel into whether it is Bray, Greystones,
Kilcoole, Wicklow Town, and I just think that we have to redouble our efforts on
this. Thank you, Cathaoirleach.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. I'm assuming there's consensus and we're all
happy with the letter to be written?

MS PURCELL: Councillor Alvey, you're happy with the amendment?
COUNCILLOR ALVEY: Yeah, I was going to jump in very quickly to say, yeah,
happy to take Councillor O'Brien's suggestion also adding in a line requesting their
attendance, and also apologies, take out the reference to St Kevin's National School
Dunlavin. I got the two of them mixed up. Yeah, absolutely take out the reference
to that one. Thank you very much.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. I think we might have time to take the second
standing. And just as Councillor Leonard isn't here we need someone to second the
motion. And I believe Tom Fortune is now proposing it. So anyone happy to
second? Councillor O'Toole.

MS GILLESPIE: Thank you. So the second suspension of standing orders was
requested by Councillor Behan, however due to his absence it is now proposed by
Councillor Tom Fortune and seconded by Councillor O'Toole: "That this Council
supports the hundreds of thousands of Irish citizens who do not have children and
who are subjected to punitive rates of inheritance tax when they die, that this Council
calls on the Government and the Minister for Finance to rectify this gross injustice in

the next budget."

Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor for town.

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: Thanks, Cathaoirleach. Just to say that Councillor
Behan is unfortunately dealing with a family illness so that's why he's not here. The
motion basically speaks for itself. To me, it's common sense and I think it's a very

unfair situation, and on behalf of the motion I would appeal to all the members to
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support it and that we do make contact with the Government and with the Minister to
sort it out because I think it is grossly unfair.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you. Councillor O'Toole, did you want to speak or are
you happy just to -- I'm assuming there's no dissent and the motion will pass?
Agreed? (Agreed.) Thank you everyone. We did it. So we've got five minutes.

MS GILLESPIE: As if I haven't spoken enough today! Notice of Motion No. 2,
proposed by Councillor Scott, seconded by Cathaoirleach Winstanley and supported
by Councillor Corrigan and Councillor Murphy from January 2026: "The members
of Wicklow County council call on the Executive to stop using the X platform
immediately X, formerly known as Twitter, has become a vehicle for abuse, and the
promotion of far-right, racist and divisive politics. Recently several regulators at
home and abroad have launched investigations into X due to a potential criminal
breach by X. Grok the Al chatbot of X has been potentially breaching laws
governing child safety and harassment communications. Grok has been editing
images under prompts from users and re-uploading said images back on the platform
to reshare. Users have been requesting Grok to nudify images of women and minors.
This feature allows the creation of child sexual abuse material, and images of sexual
harassment. We call on Wicklow County Council to immediately cease posting on

the X platform."

The response is: "Wicklow County Council maintains a passive account on X which
1s used as a tool to communicate with members of the public in cases of emergency

events such as flood, road closures, et cetera."

Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Councillor Scott.

COUNCILLOR SCOTT: I would just say if the Council -- it's not a passive account
if you are posting on it. Again my motion still stands. I don't believe that the
Council should be supporting X by posting on it. I would be interested to know what
your reach are. There are plenty of other ways of notifying the public about weather
events, storm events, et cetera, et cetera. So I don't accept the response from the
Council. Dublin City Council have been removed from X. You know, I think we
need to be taking the leadership on this.

MS PURCELL: Thank you, Councillor. And I welcome your comments on it. I
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have to check the actual reach we have on it and I will check that and come back to
you. I know it is dropping. And as I say we use it purely for our flooding and road
closures, but if the members pass the motion we can delete the account.
CATHAOIRLEACH: Do people agree or do they want to put it to a vote? Agreed?
(Agreed.)

MS PURCELL: That is fine. Thank you very much.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Motion passed.

COUNCILLOR GLENNON: Vote.

MS PURCELL: Okay. You have three minutes.

MS GILLESPIE: So we will have a vote now on the second suspension of standing
orders in relation to the notice of motion relating to the use of the X account. So if
you are for the motion I will take the vote now. Councillor Danny Alvey?
COUNCILLOR ALVEY: For.

MS GILLESPIE: Councillor Mark Barry? Not present. Councillor Joe Behan? Not
present. Councillor Sylvester Bourke? Not present. Councillor Melanie Corrigan?
COUNCILLOR CORRIGAN: For.

MS GILLESPIE: For. Councillor Avril Cronin?

COUNCILLOR CRONIN: For.

MS GILLESPIE: For. Councillor Erika Doyle? Not present. Councillor Malachai
Duddy?

COUNCILLOR DUDDY: Nil.

MS GILLESPIE: Against. Councillor Gail Dunne? Not present. Councillor Louise
Fenelon Gaskin?

COUNCILLOR FENELON GASKIN: For.

MS GILLESPIE: For. Councillor Orla Finn?

COUNCILLOR FINN: For.

MS GILLESPIE: For. Councillor Pat Fitzgerald? Not present. Councillor Tom
Fortune?

COUNCILLOR FORTUNE: For.

MS GILLESPIE: For. Councillor Patsy Glennon?

COUNCILLOR GLENNON: Against.

MS GILLESPIE: Against. Councillor Pat Kennedy?

COUNCILLOR KENNEDY: Against.

MS GILLESPIE: Against. Councillor Shane Langrell? Not present. Councillor
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Peir Leonard? Not present. Councillor Pat Mahon?
COUNCILLOR MAHON: For.

MS GILLESPIE: For. Councillor Jason Mulhall?
COUNCILLOR MULHALL: For.

MS GILLESPIE: For. Councillor Miriam Murphy?
COUNCILLOR MURPHY: For.

MS GILLESPIE: For. Councillor Ian Neary?
COUNCILLOR NEARY: Against.

MS GILLESPIE: Against. Councillor Paul O'Brien?
COUNCILLOR O'BRIEN: For.
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MS GILLESPIE: For. Councillor Gerry O'Neill? Not present. Councillor Warren

O'Toole?

COUNCILLOR O'TOOLE: For.

MS GILLESPIE: For. Councillor Graham Richmond?

COUNCILLOR RICHMOND: For.

MS GILLESPIE: For. Councillor Lourda Scott?

COUNCILLOR SCOTT: For.

MS GILLESPIE: For. Councillor John Snell? Not present. Councillor Peter
Stapleton?

COUNCILLOR STAPLETON: For.

MS GILLESPIE: For. Councillor Stephen Stokes?

COUNCILLOR STOKES: Against.

MS GILLESPIE: Councillor John Ward?

COUNCILLOR WARD: For.

MS PURCELL: For. Councillor Ned Whelan?

COUNCILLOR WHELAN: For.

MS GILLESPIE: For. Cathaoirleach Winstanley?

CATHAOIRLEACH: For.

MS PURCELL: The vote is complete before five o'clock so we can wait for the
results. There's no rush. Take your time, Rachel.

MS GILLESPIE: That's 17 for, 5 against and 10 not present. So the motion is
carried. Thank you.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Thank you everyone. That's the end of the meeting.
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(Meeting concluded at 4:49pm.)
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